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Introduction 


.Mien Ginsberg predicted die Kennedy assassination. Readers can find (his in Journals Early Fifties Early 
Sixties, a volume of Ginsberg's personal writings produced by Grove Press in 1977 and edited by Gordon Ball. The 
prediction appears in an entry entitled “Dream, Oct. 31, 1959" 

“Depression, couldn’t get to typewriter after running round town on Burroughs busn>ess—contract maybe to 
transfer from Wyn Co. to Avon to get hint money—sat St read Look mag at Dr's office. 14 St. accompanying my 
brother to his checkup—all about 1960 presidential races. Kennedy's poliucianings & shiftiness—He has a hole in 
hts back. Thru which Death will enter." (p. Ill) 

According to the magic bullet theory, the back wound traveled up and out JFK's throat, despite being shot from 
the elevated position of the sixth floor of the book depository. Steamshovel press renders know that JFK's death, 
indeed, may have also entered through the back, but it did not exit through the throat. Arten Specter, who authored 
the convoluted and contradictory magic bullei theory, at this writing has begun his own campaign for the White 
Home. 

Ginsberg's weirdly precise premonition gets mentioned in the introduction to this anthology in pan to deflect 
criticism that the disparate dements comprising Steamshovel Press —political assassmauons, the Beats, UFOs, 
plagues, plots and conspiracies—have no relationship. It also appears because the earliest inspiration for Steamshovel 
began during a week-long party .Mien Ginsberg threw at the University of Colorado in Boulder In 19R2. In 
observance of ihe 25th anniversary of the publication of Kerouac'i On The Road. Ginsberg and his colleagues at the 
Naropa Institute organized a conference of lectures, workshops and debates by the likes of Tim Leary. Abbie 
Hoffman. William Burroughs, Gregory Corso, Diane DiPrtma. Peter Orlovsky. Anne Waldman and the rest of the 
familiar crew at the Jack Kerouac School of Disembodied Poeucs. 

1 met long-time SP correspondent and contributor Roy Lister at that conference, had to rescue him, in fact, 
from the Denver Greyhound Bus security office. The Greyhound gendarmes hauled Lasker off after he demonstrated 
his unusual form of chanting poetry to people in the terminal awaiting their ndc into Boulder The gendarmes could 
not have paid a greater compliment, especially considering that for many years they had no doubt become accus¬ 
tomed to the creative and unusual behavior oi those attracted to the Kerouac school The bust served its enough of a 
credential for me to offer Lisker crash space at the U. of C. dorm building where I stayed for the week. 

Wc spent some oi the week comparing notes. At the time, I did free-lance wnung for local and regional papers 
and also worked as the rock cntic for St. Louis’ old Globe-Democrat newspaper. Lisker published, and Mill 
publishes, a photocopied 8x10, folded-over ncwsicncr of commentary, poems and essays enutled Ferment! While ! 
dutifully aitended beatnik workshops, he spent much of the conference trying out his chants on the mosses, which 
had assembled more to see the counter-culture celebrities and partake of the beach acid and other inebnams. The 
conference participants did put on quite a show. Abbie Hoffman and Tim Leary had perhaps their greatest show¬ 
down: Gregory Corso publicly razzed several fellow Beat icons; panels plucked the memories of honored Beal 
veterans to verify rumors about their lives and examine their legal history; Robert Frankc screened his movies. Pull 
My Dam and Cocksucker Blues ; David Amram did a remarkable concert: a falling-down drunk Chogyam Trungpa 
nevertheless let loose with a wise Buddhist homily and hand-signal, and Ginsberg introduced a new song entitled 
"Birdbrain" with a new-wavtsh band called the GIuods. 

Idenufvtng the conference participants as "heros of the 60s", or even os Beats, hippies, hipsters or “the 
coumcr-culture ' is useful only to a media that needs a cubbyhole or an intelligence agency looking for some tiling to 
infiltrate In fact. Abbie Hoffman made the point there that the word "beatnik" originally reived as a Red smear 
from the Soviet Sputnik satellite. The suffix “nik" actually netped non-Beat America to reduce the whole generation 
to a Mad Afagccme-type lampoon, with a parade of peaceniks, no-goodmks. etc. Although some of the personalities 
that participated m the Kerouac conference have since died—Abbie chief among them—Ginsberg and company still 
provide a powerful voice of opposition to crashing corporatism, mindless consumerism, over-mdusmalizanon—the 
culture at targe t make this observation despite she fat book contracts enjoyed by some of the Beat elite, the 
rock'n'roll retinues and rumors of their own links to the CIA, There is conspiracy fodder here yet to explore, but a 
deconstruction of tnc Beats os sell-outs to the stanis tpio reetm as ‘rattles* as boxing them in as relics of a particular 
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decade. The On The Road week served as an inspiration, a gift of manic energy that kepi on giving for many tn 
attendance lor quite some time. With me. it later re-surfaced m the fora of Steamshovel Press 

The enormity of celebrity did seem to stand between the Beau and their progens tbai week, however The 
conference gave ample opportunity for unknown poets and non-poets to vem their spleer, at oper mikes, and the 
Beat celebrities made themselves available after workshops and tmer-mmgied often win. their students They were 
up on a pedestal, however, and even Usher's chants could not find a spot on the rosier of the poetry competition 
made up entirely of known Beat celebs. Alienated even from this group, only the amaU-group open mikes—and 
mavbe a future issue of Ferment' —remained for the creative expression of others I attended a few ol these, 
regarding a wcll-conccived nun a> i thing of beauty as 1 do, and discovered some bur surprisingly few people 
ranting about conspiracies. Of all the sub-cultures that Steamshovel taps mto—ai UFO conferences. JFK sy mposia, 
militia gatherings. New Age bazaars—1 have re-discovered many tunes that literary gainenngs, poetry readings, are 
the poorest opportunities to sell copies of the magazine. Although uncreated, poets lean toward sell-absorption—and 
usually have ihr.tr own book to push 

I did link with the lessons learned at the Kerenac conference until an interview with Ram D&ss in 198b failed 
to find publicalion in the St Louis press, where the philosopher.'psychulogist even had an appearance it could ndp 
promote. The interview took the form of a Ferment ' sized newsletter circulated among the handful of people tn town 
who would have an interest. Although U was a small, photocopied zinclet. it had enough substance to send to book 
publishers to entreaty them for books to review m future issues. The first three issues of Steamshop Press served 
that function, in addiuon to finding a home for the convcrsauon with Ram Dass, as well as a later one with Imamu 
Amiri Baraka that also did not seem to hold the interest of the local media Baraka's connection to the Fair Play for 
Cuba Committee m New York I Oswald was the only member of the New Orleans chapter! provided SteamshovcV s 
first push away from literary themes to conspiracy theory 

As the magazine's mission evolved and production values unproved. Steamshoxel no longer made these avail¬ 
able as back issues and their content is not included in inis volume, 

Popular Alienation begins with Steamshovel Press #4. By the time of the third Issue of the "old" Steamshop, 
energies were waning in the conspiracy research community Mac Brusscll died tn 1988 and her heirs embroiled 
themselves tn combat over the disposition of her legacy, which included a vast library that still has no public access 
Bob Banner, who had long published a journal/magazine named Critique, the only regular newsstand outlet for 
conspiracy research and senibbed-up rams, abandoned the effort in favor of jotmng an interpersonal self-develop¬ 
ment group. When s friend with access to pruning equipment offered tree printing allowing Steamshovel a larger 
format and print-run. it seemed like a good opportunity to shift ns focus from literary angst to alienation central, 
another nebulous underground someumes cubbyholed by (he media as "conspiracy theorists " 

In fact, the media often pairs the word "conspiracy" with the word "theory" in much the same way as the 
word "Bmj" was wedded to the suffix "nik," as a means to diminish the assertions of certain writers and re¬ 
searchers Readers will discover, bow-ever, thai while Steamshovel contributors do offer theories, they carefully 
document them with verifiable facts and references when possible, while not shying away front logical conclusions 
where smoking guns have long been buried Steamshovel also includes ample doses of sanre. lampoon and self-lam¬ 
poon (particularly in SP4j and critiques of political, religious, scientific and computet cultures. The magazine makes 
no attempt to reconcile the multiple points of view, to make (he research community speak in a single voice, or to 
fit what it prints mto a particular left-right political mold. If I had to select a favorite among parnculat philosophical 
paradigms discussed in Steamshovel Press. 1 would choose Vladimir Tcmski's bulletin board model from chapter 6. 
The magazine, however, keeps us editorial voice as silent as it can. attempting to give an unfiltcred voice to the 
contributors—a commitment to individual insight and expression that it picked up from the Kerouac conference. 
Steamshop! Press contains rams, to be sure, but rants of erudition and documentation, not "theories" that have no 
basis in reality. 

Enough copies of Steamshovel W sold to raise money for SPJ, a full-size, ftO-M page newsprint, newsstand 
magazine that prims the gamut of conspiracy-related material, and each issue has sold enough copies to produce the 
next issue and allow some room for growth Since SPIO. the magazine has included a glossy cover, the current 
iisue includes the Mark of the Beast the UPC code; circulation figures have improved bv ten umes since SP-t —al¬ 
though by a definition that would include Time and Newsweek, "popular" may not be the best word to describe 
interest in the magazine, save among the alienated (It did make the first of Factxheet Five's Top Ten zinc lists). 
Although attention has been paid to it by such mainstream sources as The Smithsonian, the Washington Post and 
USA Today, Steamshovel Press remains a pan of the marginal press, nm available in bookstores where the Conspir¬ 
acy prevails 

Steamshovel Press docs have seventeen distributors ui seven different countries, however, m lieu of the maga 
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iijx wholesalers that prefer to shove such sham corporate journalism as Time and Newsweek down the throats of the 
discerning newsstand reader. Steamshovel also deals directly with bookstores interested in stocking more than fifteen 
copies on consignment. If readers of Popular Alienation have had trouble finding Steamshcnel, please complain to 
bookstore management They can pick up Steamshovel from the following partial list of distribution services: AK 
Distribution (Scotland and San Fnmcisco); Arcrurus Books: Armadillo and Company; Counter Productions (Eng¬ 
land); Daybreak Distributors: Desert Moon (505-474-6317; xines@nets.com); Fine Print (512-452-8709: 
mags@bga.com); Marginal (Canada; 705-745-2326); Network Distributors Limited (New Zealand). New Leaf (404- 
699-7213); News Agents Direct (Australia); Don Olson Distribution; Towct Records and Magazines; Ubiquity 
(718-875-8047); Zed Distribution (Canada. 519-570-2196) 

I initially made the mistake of telling some of the writers that Steamshovel intended eventually to pay iu 
contributors with cow of the realm. As the complications of zinc economics interfered with that goal, only two 
contributors .gave up in frustration. One of them actually sued me and was laughed out of court. The contributions 
of both have been left out of the current volume. Otherwise. Popular Alienation contains the complete content of 
issues 4-11 of Steamshovel Press (sans the letters pages, which were cut for space reasons), plus a virtual issue, #13 
(Chapter 9). Steamshovel subscribers should note that their subscriptions have been bumped up a number and the 
delivery of issue #14 will arrive at the time #13 would have otherwise. 

Paying money to contributors remains one of Steamshovel's great ambitions, and it even has paid small sums 
for research and one contribution. For the most pan. however, readers will find here research and writing that has 
been done only for the sake of revealing hidden truths, regaling others with satire or enlightening them with 
explorations of ihe intellectual and sptnnial dimensions of conspiracies, or just bringing a new perspective to a 
larger community. The only guaranteed recompense for the work is three contributor copies Circumstances might 
change by the lime potential contributors read this volume, but this is the bottom line that all such contributors 
should understand They should also know that contributions work best when limited to 3500-5000 words and have 
been submined in IBM format. These technical requirements should not discourage writers, however. Scribble a ram 
on a banana peel, and Steamshovel will at least consider II for publication—as long as the sources check out. 

Another connection between the Beats and JFK: someone named BtU Burroughs ran the concession stand at the 
Texas Theater when Oswald walked in. That qualifies only 3s a coincidence. When the police followed, dus 
Burroughs directed them—perhaps inadvertently—to the balcony, although Oswald had gone in on the ground floor 
That would quality as a synchromcity, if one thinks that this is what ihe Burroughs rmghl have done, give a little 
breathing space to the hapless patsy in his deadly encounter with a Nova-like mob. Arthur Koestler explains 
synchromcity as serial coincidences that have meaning, an acausal principle that presents a real challenge to the 
study of physics. Koestler's i971 book. The Case of the Midwife Toad, which documents the story of how biologist 
Paul Kammerer (who counted Wilhelm Retell among his students; articulated the concept, which Kaxnmerer called 
scriaJny, before a conspiracy to sabotage his work drove him to suicide. Jacques Vallee has gone on at length in his 
1979 book. Messengers of Deception, about the notion that personal computer technology, through things like 
boolean searches, utilizes synchromcity as a functioning principle Vanncvar Bush, a scientific advisor to Truman, 
predicted the rise of personal computers m 1947 in an essay entitled "As We May Think" Bush is also one of the 
alleged signers of the infamous MJ12 documents. Like any good conspiracy theory, these connections require some 
participation and judgement from the reader tmaybe the real Burroughs would have sent the police right to Oswald), 
allow little room for closure (unless the reader is prepared to confess to a full understanding of Jacques Vallee) and. 
hopefully, like much of (he presem volume, stretch boundaries of understanding 

Kcrai Thomas 
Editor/Publisher 
Steamshovel Press 
April 18. 1995 
St. Louts. MO 
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Sagan Sees a Moonbase 


L L Pro! Says Beings From Outer Space Visited 
Earth.'* from Stars and Stripes, Monday. No¬ 
vember 26. 1962: 

Some of the best scientific minds in the country 
were stumped when a slender, dark-haired voting roan 
chalked on the blackboard this equation: 

H equals R FP HE FL FI. FC L 

The speaker was Dr Carl Sagan, a 28 year old 

assistant professor of astronomy at Harvard University 

His audience consisted of several hundred mem¬ 
bers of the American Rocket Society, gathered for his 
luncheon address. 

The equation was his way of expressing the 
mathematical probability that intelligent beings from 
outer space have vtstied earth. 

Sagan soberly explained thai in his equation N 
stands for the mimner uf advanced civilizations m the 
universe possessing the capability of interstellar com¬ 
munication. 

R is the mean rate of star formation averaged 
over ihe lifetime of the galaxy. 

FP is the fraction of stars with planetars' systems. 

NE ts the mean number of planets in each system 
with environments favorable for the origin of life. 

FL is the fraction of such inhabited planets on 
which intelligent life with manipulative abilities rises 
during the lifetime of the local sun. 

FC is the traction of planets populated by intelli¬ 
gent beings on which an advanced technical civiliza¬ 
tion rises. 

And L :s the lifetime of this technical civilization 

Sagan said information in his formula is based on 
current estimates by tsironomers In making calcula¬ 
tions. tie assigned each symbol an arbitrary numerical 
value 

As expressed :n numbers, Sagan said. Ihe formula 
means that at least ! million of the 100 billion stars tn 
our MQky Way ^amv have pi anas which have devel¬ 
oped civilizations capable of travel between the stars. 

"Let s say ’dial each of these civilizations mentis 


out one interstellar expedition per year." he said 

“That means that every star, such as our sun, 
would be visited at least once every million years. In 
some systems where these beings found life, they 
would make more frequent visits. There's a strong 
probability, then, dial they visited earth every few 
thousand years. 

"It is not out of the question that artifacts of these 
visits sul! exist or even that some kind of base is 
maintained, possibly automatically, wittun the solar 
system, to provide continuity for successive expedi¬ 
tions. 

"Because ot weatnenng and the possibility of de¬ 
tection and interference by the inhabitants of earth, tf 
would be preferable not to erect such a base on the 
earth's surface. The moon seems one reasonable alter¬ 
native. 

"Forthcoming photographic reconnaissance of the 
moon from space vehicles—particularly nf the back- 
might hear these possibilities in nuiul." 

At a news conference Sagan predicted man him¬ 
self would be capable of interstellar flight at ciosc to 
the speed of light "within a century or two.’* 

Asked if he believed in flying saucers, he said: "I 
do believe there arc objects which have not been iden¬ 
tified. " 

Steamshovel Debris: "It‘s never been, Oh. gee. 
this is nothing like what / hud imagined. comments 
Carl Sagan about the growth of his scientific under¬ 
standing in the January/February 1995 issue of Skepti¬ 
cal Inquirer. "Just the opposite: It's exactly tike what 1 
imagined ." Whether Professor Sagan is embarrassed 
b\ his eart) 1 equations about life in space or WI2 got 
to him. as some Steamshovel readers have suggested, 
hu SI article underscored his real fear that others still 
edd it up the same vwrv he did in 1962: information 
overload, bane of ihe acid head "tf sou are awash in 
lost continents and channelling and UFOs and all Ihe 
long litam of claims i o well exposed in the Skeptical 
Inquirer, you mas not have the intellectual room for 
the findings of science " While this does not really 
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seem to be a problem *irh those mterested in such 
"'fringe" topics, the skeptics do seem to haxe their 
problems managing information. In the following issue 
of SI. a review of a panel on conspiracy theories iden¬ 
tified the author of Crossfire, a much respected work 
on the JFK assassination b) Jim Mans used in pan as 


the basts of Oliver Stone's JFK movie, as Jim Mon. 
son. Jim Momson, of course , sang with a rock t> a , u 
called the Doors and served as the subiect of anotner 
Olive' Stone movie. 


I 
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Johnny Meyer: Gemstone's Link 
Between Howard Hughes and Aristotle Onassis 

by Gerald A. Carroll 


A ristotle Onassis comes out u carefully planned 
event: He has {Howard} Hughes kidnapped 
from his bungalow at the Beverly Hills Hotel, 
using Hughes own men (Chester Davis, bom Cesare 
in Sicily, et at). Hughes men either pun. gel fired or 
Mj\ on in the new Onassis organization 

Gemstone 1:9 

One of the more amazing. 2nd seemingly implau¬ 
sible. aspects of the long-maligned Gemstone thesis is 
this wild tale about Greek shipping tycoon Aristotle 
Onassis masterminding a kidnapping of billionaire de¬ 
fense contractor Howard Hughes in 1957. Researchers 
who have bothered to dig around in the Germ tone leg¬ 
end have often kissed :t off as a fabrication because of 
.1 lack of “proof that any of the events described 
actually took place—the most flagrant falsification be 
ing this "kidnapping and switch" of Hughes, by Onas¬ 
sis or anyone else. 

But a closer examination of the Gemstone lan¬ 
guage and some cross-referencing with news accounts 
of that tune paint a dramatically different picture one 
of deception of the highest degree 

For example, the Gemstone thesis states Hughes 
men either quit, get fired or stay on in the new Onas¬ 
sis organization—following the alleged kidnapping of 
Hughes tn the Bahamas tn the spring-summer of 1957. 
Indeed, key people did peel off quickly and suddenly 
in 1957 Noah Dietrich, one of the Hughes Corp.'s 
mightiest chief executives, was suddenly '‘fired" by 
Hughes tn 1957. (1) Long-time aide William "Bill" 
Gav abruptly resigned, cuing "mononucleosis" as the 
cause <2> under mysterious circumstances. Even publi¬ 
cist Carl Byotr mysteriously died right before that ill- 
fated trip to Nassau (3). It was Byotr’s public relations 
firm—which served the Hughes Corp, for years, even 
after Byotr htmseil passed 3way—that provided "dou¬ 
bles" including L Wayne Rector. These doubles were 
well-known to Hughes's aides. 

Also well-known was a special man named 
Johnny W Meter. wt»o started oat with Hughes tn the 
earlv years as a personal driver and became one of the 
billionaire's closest confidantes. He set up elaborate 
Hughes panics, including attractive female escorts, 
with Mich fligh-roilets as Elliott Rooscven, President 
Franklin D Roosevelt's son and a maverick arms 
dealer on die side. 

Meyer is clearly one of the men who "stay on In 


the new Onassis organization" after ihc events of 
1957. In fact, it was Meyer who broke the news to 
Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis that her husband. Aris¬ 
totle. had died of respiratory failure on Match 5, 
1975. (4) Strangely. Jackie had left her sick husband s 
bedside and was skiing in New Hampshire when An 
passed on Meyer, like he did for Hughes, had to do 
the dirty work. He notified Jackie of yet another dead 
husband. 

MeycT himself died under even more strange con¬ 
ditions. He allegedly got out of hts car one night in 
Florida in 1983 to relieve hinueif following hts atten¬ 
dance at a parry— and the car rolled over turn, killing 
him. (5) 

Clearly, it was Meyer who was (he common 
thread bciween Howard Hughes and Aristotle Onassis 
He was a skilled public relations expert, and manipu¬ 
lated the media at every mm lor both men over the 
years. If Onassis ever wanted 10 conquer Hughes— 
even kidnap him and replace him with a double—he 
would need the help of Meyer to cover it up and keep 
a ltd on it for years. The existence of a man of 
Meyer's abilities is enough to give the Ccmsione pas¬ 
sages a sense ol truthfulness regarding this bizarre 
kidnap story. The skills that propelled the rotund 
Meyer to prominence in the Hughes organization 
peaked when he covered for the billionaire tn embar¬ 
rassing situations particularly the so-called Brewster 
Hearings of 1947, engineered by muckraking Sen 
Owen Brewster (R-Mame) when d had become known 
that Hughes' airplane contracts with the government 
were questioned. 

It was intrepid Hcarst Corp Newsman Bob Con- 
stdine who blew die lid off ihl» Mory. exposing 
Hughes Ellton Roosevelt and the velvet cover Mover 
had placed over the whole sordid mess. Hughes and 
Elliott loved to party together and Meyer set up these 
affairs. Brewster and others were convinced dial El¬ 
liott used his influence as the president > son 'o seek 
"the intercession of ha lather in order to overrule 
Army Air Force objections'* 10 aireran supplied the 
U S. armed forces during World War U. (6) 

Hughes was angry that an earlier warplane design 
of fus was rejected by the Army Air Force—a record- 
breaking design that later became the model for the 
Japanese Zero, one of the most deadly warplanes of 
the war \7) Meyer ’ot tangled up in the mess when 
he allegedly "mierained" high government officials 
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lavish in order to swav their opimoos of Hughes 
airplane deals Manv of those parties also included El- 
lioit and his new wife. Fayt Emerson. 

Considme. with some help Iron The Associated 
Press, originally broke the story on Aug. 3 by releas¬ 
ing a lengthy expense-account list of Meyer's excesses 
' duly recorded hv Hughes' bookkeepers. (81 Meyer's 
P R skills were evtdent when he was accused of or¬ 
dering Elliott to stay in Europe—and out of the 
U S—until the 1944 election* were over and his dad 
was safely re-elected. 

Then, asiomshingiy, ai the height of the Brewster 
Hearings and the public outcry they were precipitat¬ 
ing. Johnny Meyer disappeared With the key witness 
gone, the hearings collapsed. <91 An international 
manhuni was launched to find the portly Meyer. Tne 
next day, Hughes iriumphantly left Washington for 
California to the cheers of a supportive public (10). 
Meyer resurfaced in Hollywood on Aug 17, I'M?, 
but bv thai time the hysteria oveT the Brewster Hear¬ 
ings had subsided and his client, Howard Hughes, was 
temporarily off the hook. 

Three years later. Meyer dabbled in oil-rig invest¬ 
ments in Wyoming. a deal that would inevitably lead 
him to Onassis. who at that time in 1950 had tned to 
monopohzr the oil-shipping routes from Saudi Arabia 
(ID 

Fast-forward to 1957, and it was duly noted that 
Mevcr received a S 104.666 "loan" from Equitable 
Plan Company that he was under no obligation to re¬ 
pay (12) The riming, September 1957, ts absoluiely 
vital, for that was mst after tne kidnap and switch of 
Howard Hughes was rendered complete in August, ac¬ 
cording to the Gemstone thesis, and Hughes’ personal 
aide Donald Neuhaus (13). Was that "loan” pan of a 
payoff to Meyer for his cooperation? 

And that was not the end of the story Anotner 
disclosure of an additional S125.000 "loan” to Meyer 
from Equitable was made on Sept. 6 . 1957 Congres¬ 
sional investigators, weary of Hughes-related probes, 
gathered sketchy, hurried testimony from Meyer and 
others and ended up clearing Meyer of any wrongdo¬ 
ing. The coincidences, however, are disconcerting and 


lend more credence to the Gemstone account ( 14 • 

Another damning piece of rotormauun that would 
link Meyer to any kidnap plot is the tact thai In 
along with Bill Gay. accompanied Hughes on that ill- 
fated trip to Nassau by wav of Montreal—from 
Hughes headquarters in Beverly Hills (15). Meyc; 
stayed with the Hughes party the entire rime the bll 
lionaire stayed In Nassau. 

Later, when he openly Switched to Onassis, one of 
Meyer's chief lobs was to keep a full-time watch ove: 
Jackie (16) As always, Johnny Meyer did his boss right 

Notes: 
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House), p 78. 

2. Carroll, p 334. 
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8 Associated Press, Examiner Aug 3, 1947 
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gation Told at Hearing," Sept. 4. 1957. 
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121 . 
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Tom Slick - Mystery Man 
by Loren Coleman 


T he study of hidden animals, zoological species 
as yet not scientifically accepted bui for which 
testimonial and circumstantial evidence exists, 
was. during the 1950s. formally given the name 
'cryptozoology" by the French zoologist Dr. Bernard 
Hcuvelmam (1993). Early in the history of crypto¬ 
zoology. an unusual man was attracted to the young 
science. His name is Thomas Baker Slick - Tom Slick 
to his friends, and as it would turn out, to most of the 
rest of the world for a brief time. What little is re¬ 
membered today about Tom Slick is associated with 
his expeditions in 1957, 1958 and 1959 tn pursuit of 
the abominable snowmen of the Himalayas, the clusrve 
yeti of the Sherapa. But there seems to have been 
other sides of Tom Slick. As the Texas writer Dennis 
Stacy once noted, Tom Slick is today Texas' “forgot¬ 
ten millionaire '* Indeed. Tom Slick was a shadowy 
figure who died very mysteriously in 1962. but look¬ 
ing at his life and his death, as I have done in the last 
twenty years, has turned me down many intriguing 
paths. As one treks down the trail of Tom Slick, a 
lurking question keeps popping up: was cryptozoology 
used as a front to hide a coven eryptopdttical agenda? 

Beginnings 

We really do not know much about young Tom's 
early life. Bom into a wealthy Texas oil family, his 
choices were clearly already set up for him - to go 
into his father's business, but young Tom had other 
ideas. He was an adventurer at heart. However the 
beginning was a classic privileged one. His first two 
years of high school were spent at Oklahoma City's 
Classen High School Tom's father died in 1930. and 
the next year Tom went to Phillips Exeter Academy in 
Exeter. New Hamnshire. Dating from 1781 and nes¬ 
tled among stately etms in die 1930s, Phillips Exeter 
was and is an old college-preparatory school of the 
highest academic and social standing The sons of 
Presidents Lincoln. Gram, and Cleveland attended the 
school. Politically forward thinkers from Daniel Web¬ 
ster to the Democratic Senator from West Virginia. 
Jay Rockefeller, attended Exeter Cofounaer of me 
Americans for Democratic Action Arthur M. Sehlcsin- 
ger. Jr , for example, was an upperclassman at the 
same rime Tom Slick was there. 

While at Exeter. Tom was mainly involved in ms 
studies and chasing voung women, according to a 
friend he made there who would -emain close to Tom 
until his death Stewart Strong ' **S,S ”1 Wilson, who 1 


interviewed m 1989, was Tom's closest friend at Exe¬ 
ter. then also at Yale. Coming from Oracle. Arizona. 
Wilson found that Slick and he were immediately 
drawn to each other because of their common interests 
in the Spanish language. Mexican food, ranching, and 
daring Wilson recalled that Slick was very handsome, 
and rather popular with “the ladies." tom did have 
ante to be a coxswain on the Academy's rowing crew 
learn, as well (Slick. 1989) Tom also was the Presi¬ 
dent of the Southern Club i Exeter. 1934). On campus. 
Tom Slick wore a long black overcoat and black Stet¬ 
son hat. and ts said to have relished the label of 
Southwestern nonconformist he was given at Exeter 
iLubar. 1960). In 1934. Slick graduated from Phillips 
Exeter Academy 

The Young Man and Tne Loch Ness Monster 

After his graduation from Phillips Exeter. Tom 
Slick would go to Yale University m New Haven. 
Connecticut. Here. Slick was a member of the resi¬ 
dential college of Pierson, and became a member of 
ihc Political Union. Tom's academic record was good, 
he ranked a second or third dunng bis first three 
years, and eventually graduated Phi Beta Kapp3 in 
1938. as a pre-mcdicine biology major (Yale. 1989). I 
have been unable to determine what secret society 
Slick joined, If any. although he is not listed un any 
of the published Skull and Bones lists. 

S.S. Wilson. Slick's friend from Exeter. 33 noted, 
was at Yale, and roomed with Slick The two buddies 
were constantly together, and most of their activities 
overlapped. For example, Wilson managed the Pierson 
football team on which Slick played But mainly, ac¬ 
cording to what Wilson remembered. Slick, Wilson. 
George Nichols, John Francis. John Nelson, and 
Raw son Goodwin all were member* of an informal 
group who would get in Slick's car and take trips to 
Vassar. Smith, and Wellesley to spend weekends io- 
cializmg with “college girls" (Wilson, »989>. 

In addition. I discovered from casually talking to 
Wilsoo that during 'heir Yale years. Slick actually 
went to Loch Ness and looked for the Loth Ness 
monsters, the large humped beasts uud to resemble 
giganne long-ncckcd seals or wmerbound dinosaurs. 
Since a new road was dynamited around the hills of 
Loch Ness in 1933. scores of sightings nave occurred. 
During the summer ol 1937, Slick. Wilson. Nelson, 
and Goodwin took Slick s 1934 maroon Buick sedan 
anoard the Bremen, debarked ui Germany, and then 
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drove 10.000 miles all around Europe During Au¬ 
gust, 1937, die group, al Slick's urging traveled to 
Scotland's fabled Lodi Ness, They spent a few days 
talking to residents about the reported monsters, and 
searching the water’s surface for any signs of the crea- 
mres They definitely stayed for a time in Inverness 
and Drumnadrochit The latter village u located on 
llrquhart Bay. site of the ancient Lrquhar Castle and 
location of numerous monster encounters. Around the 
time Slick and his ports were ai Lodi Ness, one of 
the more memorable monster sightings occurred from 
a tea-room at the Halfway House near Foyers In Au¬ 
gust, 1937, the Reverend William Graham saw two 
separate four feet high humps, the color of an clc- 
phant. creating a heavy wake as the crearure moved 
along at thirty-five miles an hour (Whyte. 19571. But 
the Slick group was to sec nolhtng. For Shck. how¬ 
ever. hts search for unknown animals had begun The 
Loch Ness ministers really got Slick excited, hts friend 
told me (Wilson, 1989). From Europe, Slick's friends 
would return with his car to America while Tom went 
on to Russia to allegedly sec what h was like there 
before going home. We do noi know what Slick «lid in 
Germany or Russia during his prc-War World 11 mils 
to these politically important nations 

Playboy Slick and Howard Hughes 

For a year or so after graduating, Shck lived in 
Oklahoma City, but in 1939, he established his home 
m San Antonio, Texas, and remained there for the rest 
of his life By hts late thirties, Tom Slick, like his 
father, had turned prematurely whne-hatred. This dtd 
not dimmish hts good looks, and tn his bachelor days 
(and apparently during hts marriages) he kept the com¬ 
pany of many attractive socialites and budding Holly- 
wood starlets. Thomas Baker Shck, Jr. was an attrac¬ 
tive man. and he seemed to have known it Some five 
feci, eleven inches tall, he was always fit and trim, 
never weighing much over one hundred and seventy 
pounds, even into his forties. An early contact in Cali¬ 
fornia was Howard Hughes. They both were from 
Texas and shared much m common including travel¬ 
ing, women. Hollywood, inventions, the ou and air¬ 
line industries, and the intelligence business. Tom 
Slick and Howard Hughes became such close friends 
that they had adjoining cottages at the Beverly Hills 
Hotel Like Hughes. Tom was not your typical jet-set- 
ung playboy, for he was excited by stimulating con¬ 
versations with his female associates as well as by hu 
allegedly frequent sexual encounters. 

One of (be many stones about Tom Stick is that 
he, like Hughes, had more than a passing mtcresi in 
Las Vegas Slick, if was rumored, had a large finan¬ 
cial mtcresi with Mickey Cohen in the town's first 


casino, La Rancho Vegas, until it burned down Sink 
is even reported to have knowr Jack Ruby and a* 
sisied will) the early running of guns to Cuba for t a>: 
Mafia, using a Florida branch office, Transworld Rt 
sources as hts avenue of delivery for the mob and, 
possibly, some hidden federal agency Transworld Re 
sources, a Shck-owned company publicly was said to 
hold mineral rights to locations tn Mexico, Alaska, 
arid California. What is known for certain is (hat Tom 
Slick had been involved with the CIA for a long tune 
via Slick Airways 

Saipan and the CIA 

During World War II. Slick volunteered for Saw 
Service immediately after Pearl Haroor was attacked 
on December 7 1941. Turned down for poor eye- 
iight, he served as a "dollar-a-year man.' in the role 
of a shipping officer of Ibc War Production Board in 
Washington. D C. for six mantLs. After that he trans¬ 
ferred and served for one vear as a cargo officer of 
the Board of Economic Welfare in Chile The official 
record tells us that when the Navy relaxed us eyesight 
requirements, he served in Hawaii, tn Saipan, and 
with the occupation tn Japan (Coleman. 1989), 

In reality, Tom Slick’s military record ts not too 
detailed in the archives 1 was able to examine, in Sai¬ 
pan. Slick wrote tn his short resume, he was a com¬ 
manding officer of an oil tank farm The Japanese 
built a naval base ai Saipan when it became their terri¬ 
tory tn 1919 and maintained it until the United States 
captured the sue in July, 194-5 What has only become 
known years Inlet ts that the Central intelligence 
Agency's "Special Operations Division had 'a home 
away from home' under Navy cover on the Pacific 
island of Saipan" (Marehetti and Marks, I974i, In the 
early 1950s, Koreans and Taiwanese were the recipi¬ 
ents of the CIA's advanced training on Saipan, and 
apparently starting in 1959, Tibetans came too. "The 
CIA facility used a military designation, Naval Tech¬ 
nical Training Unit, for its cover. Recruits were fiown 
in at night by C-4? aircraft like those of Civil An 
Transport New arrivals were blindfolded on lht 
ground enrouic to the base But the CIA facility had 
been buili on the highest mountain on the island, with 
surroundings plainly visible to the trainees” (Prados 
1986) What was the extent of Tom Slick's involve¬ 
ment with me intelligence community 's early develop¬ 
ment of the Saipao training center? One wonders-was 
the oil tank farm merely pan of the cover story' 1 And 
how involved was Slick? 

Flying Tigers, CIA and Slick Airways 

Tom Shck joined his brother Earl in founding 
Slick Airways in January 1946 to allegedly fill 
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void in air cargo freight deltvery Slick Airways and 
Rymg Tiger Lines, during die laie 1940s and 1950s, 
had the comer on the market, and (lew many fast- 
paced and exciting jobs, recalling images we all have 
from the early scenes in the Inauuui June* movies, 
and John Wayne's 1942 film. Flung Tigers. Comm? 
oui of the adventurous days of pre-World War II ••fly¬ 
ing tiger" pilots who "(lew the Hump." that is. took 
cargo over the Himalayas to China. Slick Airways 
earned on a thrilling tradition OSS-connected men 
have h3d many strange links to these times. The 
OSS's Colonel Mcrian Cooper would. Ui 1942. be¬ 
come Chief of Staff of General Clnuc Chcnnaulc’j 
Flying Tigers in China (Smith. 1972) It was Cooper 
who was the adventurer and the w nt er/producer/direc- 
tor Of the first King Kong movie i 1933) starring Fay 
Wray 

Incredibly, tittle discussion aa* ever been made of 
the similar evolutionary beginnings of Chennauit s and 
the CIA's CtvtJ Air Transport and Air America, and 
the origins of Earl and Tom Slick's Slick Airways. 
Inc. Claire L. Cheimmiii. who was bom in Texas in 
1890 and trained as a military aviator at San Antonio's 
world-famous Kelly Field, was destined to embody ad¬ 
venture and demng-do. After years of rebuilding die 
Chinese Air Force. Chennault took command of the 
Chinese-based American Volunteer Group (AVG) dur¬ 
ing the summer of 1941. The AVG (or Flying Tigers 
as they soon came to oe known v was initially created 
to insure the cater, of the !and supply route from 
Burma to China. These were the famed pilots who 
overflew the Himalayas, prelecting the transportation 
of valuable supplies (Leary, 1984 >. 

At the end of World War 11, Chennault set about 
to create a Chinese-based Amcncan-owncd airline, the 
Civil Air Transport (CAT) Meanwhile, tormer mem¬ 
ber* of the AVG in the L'nuea States decided to estab¬ 
lish two pioneer air freight companies. Robert 
Prescott, one of Chennault's men. was to head one. 
Hying Tigers, Inc. The other company was Slick Air¬ 
way*. lot.* which originally started is in idea of Earl 
Frate* Slick, but was something in which Tom Slick 
quickly bocame interested Hiring pilots Earl had once 
worked with, and buying planes from the military. 
Slick Airways was the number one air cargo trans¬ 
porter in the 1950s (Davies. 1972. Business Week. 
1951; Coleman. 1989; Leary. 1984». 

In 1950. the CIA secretly purchased Chennault'« 
CAT. and then in 1959. CAT became Air America 
(Leary. 1984) Otner affine* tdai are connected to the 
CIA nave been mentioned in the public record, such 
as Atr Aria. Southern An Transport and Imcraoustain 
Aviation, ""it the CLA had retained the right io delete 
ui least one online irons an expose of then proprietary 


organisations (Marchetti and Marks. 1974) How 
deeply involved was Slick Airways in litis interwoven 
network ot CIA companies and contracts? Intriguing 
hints always existed. One individual who evidences a 
direct connection between Slick Airways and CAT is 
Robert Rousselot. who worked for both (Leary. 
1989) Rousselot was highly regarded by the Central 
Intelligence Agency 

"Chief Pilot Rousselot was the key link between 
CAT and the CIA for coven missions. .. Rousselot 
took charge of operational planning and selection of 
crew The chief pilot looked for capable, responsible 
individuals, who would complete a mission if at all 
possible but would abort when necessary .. As one 
former case officer recalled, Rousselot always deliv¬ 
ered'" (Leary. 1984). 

Slick Airways was a good idea ll was the cargo 
freight leader of the U. S„ and on April 16. 1951. the 
company became (he world's first operator of the 
highly revoluuonary and specialized cargo plane, the 
Douglas DC-6A. Shortly American Airlines, then 
most of the rest of the passenger camera were lump¬ 
ing into the freight business, Opposition from the 
commercial airlines seemed io have been behind Slick 
Airway* losing an important decision regarding their 
merger with Flying Tiger Lines in the late 1940s. 
Slick Airways never regained its central position, sup¬ 
posedly The company spurted along through trials 
and tesu in 19S9 and 1963. and was finally bough! 
out by Airlift in 1966. The holding company. Slick 
Corporation, sail has some Airlift stock, but in me 
1970s also bad interests in Drew Chemical Company 
and Pulverising Machinery plant (Davie*. 1972) Hy¬ 
ing Tigers was purchased by Federal Express (now 
FedEx) in the 1980s. 

The CIA expert Professor William M Leary 
note* in his book Perilous Missions (University of 
Alabama. 1984) that the Air America precursor, Civil 
Atr Transport (CAT) w&s very involved with Standard 
Vacuum Oil Company, as (heir main supplier of au 
fuel Standard Vacuum Oil Company was the em¬ 
ployer of Harry Gillmore. Peter Ryhiner** and Tom 
Slick's man in Sumatra trying to track down more on 
the orang pendek, the Imle hairy bipedal unknown* if 
(he wood*. From at least (he summer of 1958 through 
the iprtng of 1959 the Slick-sponsored Ryfuner-Gill- 
more team operated In Sumatra looking for the orang 
pendek and '.he special little hairy rhinos of ihai Island 
nation Interestingly, in die secret history of tbc CIA. 
1958 was the year •hat the intelligence organization 
supported an anti-Sukarno coup m Indonesia wuh a 
fleet of B-26 combers On May 18, 1958 one Ameri¬ 
can pilot. Allen Pope, was thm down ir.d captured 
According ?0 Victor Marchctn and lotui D Marks 
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(The CIA and the Cult of Jntelhyeecr 1974, p 29) 
“Although U.S government officials claimed that 
Pope was a soldier of fortune,' he was in tact an 
employee of a Cl A-owned proprietary company. Civil 
Air Transport Wnhtn a feu months after being re¬ 
leased from prison four yean later. Pope was again 
fly mg for the CIA-this time w tin Southern Air Trans¬ 
port. an agency proprietary airline based in Mi¬ 
ami The CIA later produced a pornographic movie 
using a stand-in for Sukarno in an attempt it discredit 
the leader " 

What we now know from the release of informs- 
non m a 1993 Supreme Court case involving the Cen 
•ral Intelligence Agency and E-System? ts that Tom 
Slick was involved with the CIA via Slick Atrwayi 
soon after its creation, The case concerns Erwin Ran 
tenberg and htv Los Angeles air freight company 
named Air-Sea Forwatders Rautcnbcrg agreed tit 
1956 to let the CIA use his company's name. It be¬ 
came a subsidiary of the Cl A proprietary. Air Asia, 
which was in turn pan of Air America and was finally 
purchased by the coven military intelligence company 
E-Systems in 1975. Raurenberg sued the CIA because 
they had walked away from millions of dollars in 
debts left when they were really using Air-Sea as a 
front. Almost in passing some interesttng notes for our 
story appeared tn the midst of the New York Times' 
May 17, 1993 article on the matter. Edwin Rawenberg 
ts quoted as explaining- "Until 1956. the C I A pro¬ 
prietary worked through a company called Slick Air¬ 
ways Then they siancd their own opcraiton and ran 
immediately into ux problems with the state of Cali¬ 
fornia. Ax a Federal agency, they were tax-exempt, 
but they couldn't say so. They wanted to maintain 
their secrecy and still not pay taxes." Rauienberg 
noted the government did a little research and found 
that an international freight-loader ts tax-exempt in 
California, looked around and discovered Air-Sea. 
"They made a deal with me in the late fall of 1956, " 
he said. "An operation -would be conducted under the 
name of Air Sea Forwarders, it would be an entirely 
different business “ During the Vietnam War. business 
ooomed, but with the fall of Saigon in 1975. the CIA 
sold Air Asia for a huge loss to E Systems Ram at 
berg, by the way. lost his case because ihe Supreme 
Court refused to unseal a secrecy order governing the 
case. (As a sideline here President Clinton's very 
own US Trade Representative Mickey Cantor was 
Rautcnbcrg’s lawyer and it was m his offices where, 
on behalf of the CIA and the Justice Department, the 
secrecy order was presented for Rauienberg A govern¬ 
ment attorney and Cantor told Rauienberg to sign Un¬ 
der protest he complied, then sought a new lawyer ) 

E-Systems remains in the news. Raytheon (.makers 


o( the apparently loss-man successful Patriot ann-mt 
sike rockets i recently took over E-System? of balia 
Texas It will cost Raytheon 2.1 billion dollars ;r 
cash In tne storv in The Boston Globe tApril 
1995>. E-systems u descnbcc as "a successful mate- 
of electronic surveillance ant) communication', sys¬ 
tems " While Raytheon u noted as wanting this com 
piny as a defense industry purchase, Kavthcor v 
painted as a commercial tump in-, that has recently 
been buying ' construction, computer networking anr. 
washing machines" businesses It i> not until page 22. 
tha: we learn "E-S d an oddity in the detour inau- 
try- It ts a growing company in a niche largely pro¬ 
tected from US hud go cuts The company s peculiars 
in ciecmwo for reconnaissance and nuiitan intelli¬ 
gence " This u "a pan of the defense budget that » 
probably more stable than others," Lowell Lawson, 
E-Systems chairman and chief executive officer is 
quoted as saying ip. 22). 

E-Systems will retain u$ name and corporate 
headquanert in Dallas where n employs 16.(XX) peo¬ 
ple "Besides spy planes the compam provides eiec 
ironic systems tor Air Force One. the president s 
plane." noted The Boston Globe 

Connections and (be Mil 

Slick Airways wax not Tom Slick's onlv venture, 
however Following the lead of ai least three genera 
uons of Slicks. Tom was Chairman of the Board of 
the Slick-Urschc! Ot! Company. Uier renamed the 
Slick Oil Company. Shortly before Slick's death, this 
company was worth about nine million dollars and 
Sltck owned twenty-five percent of U. 

Slick was deeply involved in many other business 
enterprises as well He was a partner in Slick-Moor - 
tnafi Land and Cattle Company. Chairman of the 
Board of Transworld Resources Corporation. Director 
at Dresser Industries. Baiiey-Selbum Oil and Gas 
Ltd.. Dynamics Research. In:., Dynamics Iron & 
Steel. Inc., Quanta Electronics Co.. Summtc Valley 
Land Corp., Guinea American International Carp.. 
Slick Airways. Inc Slick Corporation, and Beatrice 
Perry, Inc. Tom Slick was making raaior achieve¬ 
ments that would be recognized by his being chosen 
"Young Man of ihr Year 1948" by Uw San Antonio 
Chamber of Commerce, and receiving an honorary 
Doctm of Science degree from Trinity University tn 
1953. 

Slick bad many opportunities to travel to such lo- 
cales as the Soviet Union, South America, and India, 
and was ui many international networks In the area of 
world affairs, the public Tom Slick wax supportive of 
an innovative idea leading to the possibility of interna¬ 
tional disarmament Slick wrote two books on the 
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topic The Last Green Hope was privately published 
and disseminated m 1951; Permanent Peace was 
printed and distributed fairly widely oy Prentice-Hall 
in 1958 He proposed in these books a plan that pro¬ 
moted world disarmament by way of small national 
armies slowly decreasing in strength as an interna¬ 
tional police force backing a global rule of law grew 
bigger. It was an early version of "The New World 
Order " 

Slick founded the Strategy for Peace Conference. 
The first and second meetings were held at the Arden 
House m New York in June I960 and January 1961. 
The third took place at the Atrlic House rn Virginia in 
October 1961. The fourth was scheduled lor Severn 
her 1962. hut with Slick's death m October, it is not 
certain if the last conference ever took place. It scans 
rather obvious that he was under watchful eye of the 
FBI during this time, as my FOIA search reveals 
documents showing an active investigation of Tom 
Slick was taking place from January 1961 through 
February 1962 A memo, with much blacked out, 
dated January 5. 1961, has the FBI looking into any 
subversive activities in his background regarding a re¬ 
quest from the Array War College National Strategy 
Seminar, scheduled for June 1961. On February 21, 
1962. the US Office of the Attorney General in Wash¬ 
ington D C. has the FBI checking on Slick and four¬ 
teen other blacked out individuals tor reasons that are 
so heavily masked as to be unknown. A CIA FOIA 
came back denying anything was tn their files on Tom 
Slick or Slick Airways! 

Slick was a member of an eliie circle oi interna¬ 
tionalists in such organizations as the U S Committee 
tor the United Nations - Member Advisory Committee 
on Education and Public Affairs, as well as the Na¬ 
tional Advisory Beard of the Untied World Federal¬ 
ists. He joined together such individuals as Cyrus Ea¬ 
ton, Norman Cousins, Jimmy Stewart, Albert 
Schweitzer. Jawaharlal Nehru, Dwight Eisenhower, 
Henry Cabot Lodge Jr., Winston Churchill, and John 
Foster Dtnla! (whose a rather was Mien Dulles, Direc¬ 
tor of the Central intelligence Agencyi in his informal 
group discussions on world peace 

Cry ptopolitical and Crvptnzoology 
lntngumciy. as Tom Slick's role in intermnionai- 
ism began to increase and his CIA coven role with 
Slick Airways supposedly was on the decrease, the se¬ 
cret war in Tibet appeals to have figured tn same new 
interests of his - the search for the abominable snow¬ 
men in die Himalayas of the NepaJese- Tibetan border 
But wnat if some of these yeti searches were espio¬ 
nage operations aimed it spying on Chinese military 
and political jctivines tn Tibet’ Before we move into 


looking at the Slick expeditions, let us pause and see 
if there are pcrcusors in the past for such activities 
Have cryptozoological pursuits been used and wrapped 
wtihm elaborate cover stories tor politically motivated 
coven operations? 

Historical Background 

Individuals imponant to cryptozoological chron 
teles have been involved with secret intelligence net¬ 
works for over wo hundred yean. For example, in 
1769, South American reports of the five-toot-tail ape¬ 
like creature called the didi were collected by the 
botanist, naturalist and doctor. Edward Bancroft (Heu- 
velraans. 1959) Bancroft also called himself Jacobus 
Van Zandt (Sanderson, 1961), and was an espionage 
agem. 

Dr Edward Bancroft, internationally known as an 
expert on tropical plants, is an interesting figure ui 
cryptopolitical history. Benjamin Franklin bad spon¬ 
sored Bancroft for membership in the Royal Society of 
London. When Franklin was at the .American Embassy 
m Pans. Edward Bancroft, Franklin's friend and chief 
assistant, organized a ceil of British spies, beginning 
in 1772. During his sojourn in Pans, Bancroft left 
weekly dispatches for die British wntten in invisible 
ink between she lines of love letters of a "Mr 
Richardson" and placed in a bonle in a hollow tree at 
the Tuilencs. Franklin, who was involved in occult 
circles, such as the Lodge of the Nine Sisten m Pans 
and Sir Francis Dashwood's Hell-fire Club outside of 
London, is viewed by Richard Deacon tn his ^ His¬ 
tory of British Secret Senice as merely pan of the 
Bntish intelligence network set up by Bancroft and 
others (Coleman. 1985) Furthermore. Dr. Bancroft's 
associate. Sir Francis Dash wood, was thought to have 
traveled to Calcutta and Bengal (Silver and Laalcy. 
1977), thus even placing him in the sphere of Tibet, 
the location of our story 

Tibtt, Pandas and Spies 

Tibet certainly was worthy of a Tom Slick adven¬ 
ture The recent history of this snowy Asian plateau- 
fenced in by the Himalayas 10 its south and sur 
rounded by the body o» China to its north and east-is 
central to gaming insights into the interplay between 
the cryptozoologictd and cTypiopoimcal Before we 
delve too deeply into the late 1950s and early 1960s 
web of yen searches and secret intelligence, lei us step 
back over sixty years ago to the days when the giant 
panda was still j cryptozoological wonder, quickly be¬ 
coming a zoological prize. Tibet's lands guarded tire 
secret ot die giant panda from the West until the nu¬ 
merous American expeditions ot the 1930s began to 
return with »pecimcns lor natural history museums 
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Tits first coedtiicm to obtain * deaf giaw panda for 
mounting was led by Kcmiil Roosevelt. Teddy's son 
Tnc second expedition to kill pandas was heated by 
Brooke Dolan of the Philadelphia Academy of Natural 
Sciences during 1930-1932 iMorris. 1966, Perry. 
1%9> 

Early giant panda collector Kermit Roosevelt’s 
sou. Kcrnsii or ''Kim.'' was later involved in Wild Bill 
Donovan’s Office of Strategic Services (OSS). and the 
postwar Centra) Intelligence Agency (C1A> Kim 
Roosevelt is credited with living on almost James 
Bond like existence and being the one man responsible 
tor the 1953 CIA coup against and overthrow of 
President Mossadegh and his Iranian govemmtnt In 
1942. when the United States decided the} needed a 
post m Tibet to assure the Dalai Lama of American 
mendship. they picked ihc OSS tor the task. Chosen 
for this specific assignment were the agents Lieutenant 
Colonel Tolstoy (emigre grandson of the famous Rus¬ 
sian novelist) and guess who-Captain Brooke Dolan, 
ihc accomplished adventurer, Par Eastern explore!, 
and giant panda hunter. In later years, Tolstoy would 
become a general manager of Florida’s Marine land, a 
movie produce:, and cultivator of Bahamian sponge 
beds (Smith. 1972). 

During ihc secret mission, Tolstoy and Dolan had 
lirst flown into India before traveling through Nepal to 
the Forbidden City of Lhasa. Tibet. There they ex¬ 
changed gifts with the Dalai Lama, and thus cemented 
the American intelligence community's toehold m the 
region. From Lhasa, their caravan set out across unex¬ 
plored Eastern Tibet toward Chungking, studying the 
potential route for a military road and not mg on their 
map the sites of possible airfields (Ford, 1970). Ai 
Chungking, Tolstoy and Dolan would have no doubt 
run into an OSS staff member and jolly amateur chef 
named Julia McWilliams Child Today. Julia Child is 
best known as the public television's "French Chef" 
(Smith. 1972). Upon their return to the States. Tolstoy 
and Dolan secretly received the Legion of Merit. 

OSS veteran Leonard Francis Clark mentioned be¬ 
ing m Tibet as the first foreigner since Tolstoy Clark 
went on an expedition to Tibet in the late 1940s in an 
attempt to rally ihc Chinese Moslems against the Chi¬ 
nese Communists. In his book T7te Marching Wind, he 
made menrinn of abominable snowmen and apparently 
believed in them. 

Yeti Searching and Coven Operations? 

The vortex of intelligence operatives connected 
with cryptczoology seems to be especially concen¬ 
trated around the mysterious figure of Tom Slick, for- 
gouen Texas oil millionaire and yen searcher. 

How involved, therefore, was Tom Slick in covert 


operations’’ Did the search for the abominable snow 
men serve merely as a cover” We know, for example. 
Slick was in the foothills of the Himalayas many times 
throughout the mid-1950s Was he there only for nunc 
science research and yeti investigations? In the litera¬ 
ture about the unknown war between the Chinese and 
the Tibetans, there us a mysienous episode conccnunr 
an apparent CIA agent who comes to c famous Indian 
bordenown to discuss setting up an arras supply line 
with the Tibetans, "h was in the guise of a tounsi uui 
an American came to Kaiimpong tn the spring oj 
1955.... The American who came in 1955 may have 
been a diplomat but he was most probably a spy. He 
is not further identified by the man who tells the 
story. George N. Patterson, a Scottish missionary who 
had worked m eastern Tibet, spoke the language, 
wrote several books ahout the country, and resided m 
Kalunpang M (Prados, 1986>, 

By 1958-1959, Tom Slick was running the expedi¬ 
tions in puTstii; of the abominable snowmen from his 
home in San Antonio Peier and Bryan Byrne were 
Slick s agents in the field. Most of the time, ihc 
Byrnes were not in the field. Instead, they would stay 
in West Bengal. Calcutta Darjeeling, or other eastern 
Indian cities. One West Bengal city, Kaiimpong, the 
site of the meettng between the mystery man and 
George Patterson, was actually viewed as a "spy cen¬ 
ter." The New York Times of April 4. 1959 detailed 
Prime Minister Nehru's one-hour news conference 
held to answer Chinese Communist charges that Ka¬ 
iimpong was being used as the base for Tibetan sub¬ 
versive activities. Nehru said that the city was often 
described as a nest of spies of innumerable rvationali- 
ues. and he had been told by an informed source that 
there were more spies in Kaiimpong than the rest of 
the inhabitants. The Pnroe Minister continued, stating 
that after the Communists took over in China all kinds 
of people went to Kaiimpong under assumed identiiies- 
some as technical people, some as bird watchers, 
some as journalists and some as just scenery admirers 

Ornithology and Espionage: Tbc Old Boy Network 

It appears that btrdwatchmg and spying were 
never far apart m the secret world of intelligence op¬ 
eratives Former CIA director James Schlesinger and 
coven actions expen Desmond FitzGerald enjoyed 
both pastimes. Blrdwaxhurg could be a useful cover 
Take, for example, a person like S. Dillon Ripley 
Ripley, a noued ornithologist and postwar Secretary of 
liie Smithsonian Institution in Washington, was the 
chief of the OSS counterintelligence branch lor south¬ 
east Asia. 

Film fiction has picked up this thread. In the film. 
The Dogs of War, based on Frederick Forsythe s 
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novel about coven operations in an African nation, the 
hero, played hy Christopher Walken, goes to this 
country, disguised as a birdwatcher, to do reconnats- 
jance for a mission. The Waiken character ts shown 
reading an African bird field guide on the flight over. 
io familiarize himself wub the names of the local 
buds. 

The roost famous (though fictional) agent in mod- 
era popular literature is based on tins onuthologj"-es¬ 
pionage connection, and the creator of this character 
has links to our yen story Peter Byrae. thanks to 
Tom Slick, met with many "former'' intelligence indi¬ 
viduals in West Bengal, including World War U Brit¬ 
ish intelligence officer Ian Fleming. Homing was to 
become famous for his senes of fictional spy books 
featuring the Bnttsh secret agent 007. James Bond 
And, of course, as most people know, the name 
“James Bond” was actually the real name of the 
author of the book The Birds of the West Indies, lifted 
by Fleming tor use in his novels. The “original 007.” 
by the way, was the English mathematician, astrologer 
and occultist Dr. John Dee (1527-1608). Dee served 
as Queen Elizabeth's personal spy “007" was. in 
fact, Dee's code number, and was adopted by lan 
Fleming for “James Bond" (Rosenblatt 1989). 

The networks and connections between ihe 1950s 
explorers, ornithologists, cryptozooiogists and spies 
are under-studied, yet revealing. Ian Fleming was the 
brother of Peter Fleming, explorer and writer. One of 
the latter Fleming s most remarkable books is Brazil¬ 
ian Adventure, a work m the tradition of Percy Faw¬ 
cett. Another classic is Fleming's Bayonets to Lhasa 
an account at the British invasion of Tibet in 1904, 
Peter Fleming was a school-years buddy of Ralph Ix- 
zard. Gerald Russell, and Ivan Sanderson-all individu¬ 
als deeply involved m the search for the yett and, to 
varying degrees, friends with Tom Slick. Izzard led 
the 1954 Daily Mail expedition to the Himalayas m 
search of yeti, Russeil was a member of Izzard’s 1954 
trek and headed the 1958 Slick-Johnsou Snowman ex¬ 
pedition to eastern Nepal, and Sanderson was involved 
in all manner of cryptozoological investigations (in¬ 
cluding an Aincan expedition with Russell in the 
1930s) and writings, authoring the classic Abominable 
Snowmen tn 1901 Sanderson was a consultant mem¬ 
ber of Slick’s 1960-1963 search for Bigtoot. the so- 
caltcd Pacific Northwest Expedition headed by Bob 
Titrnus, men Peter Byrne. 

Ivan T. Sanderson was a commander tn the Brit¬ 
ish Naval Intelligence Service from 1940-1945, as¬ 
signed to the Caribbean because of lus zoological ex¬ 
periences there. The famed cryptozooiozm s wamme 
connections to spving apparently did not end m 1945. 
Sanderson gives a hint hai totne or his information 


sources remained in the realm of the intelligence net- 
work m one passage tn his hook Abominable Snow¬ 
men Therein Sanderson (1961) details two curious en¬ 
counters with the giant hairy Tok. given to htm by "a 
young American, then in the service of lus country, 
who had been born in the Shan States and brought up 
there, his parents having been missionaries." Sander¬ 
son “was asked not to publish’’ the man’s name. 

This individual, u appears, was probably a mem¬ 
ber of the extraordinary Young family who were re¬ 
sponsible for setting up the Burma Baptist Mission. 
The Sanderson contact was. no doubt. William Young, 
who was: 

"...perhaps one of the most effective agents ever, 
|who| was bom in the Burmese Shan States, where his 
grandfather had been missionary to the hill tribes. Ar¬ 
riving in Burma at the rum of the century, Grandta- 
ther Young opened a Baptist mission in Kcngtung City 
and began preaching to the nearby Lahu hill tribes. 
Although they undersiood little of his Christian mes¬ 
sage, a focal otacle had once prophesied the coming of 
a white deity, and the Lahu decided that Reverend 
Young was God. His son, Hamid, later inherited his 
divinity and used it to organize Lahu intelligence gath¬ 
ering forays into southern CJiina for the ClA during 
the 1950s. When William was looking for a Job in 
1958 his father recommended him to the CIA. and he 
was hired" (McCoy. 1972) 

tn the hook Uninvited Vinters. Sanderson 1 19<i~I 
discusses how he was called to the Pentagon tor a 
briefing: tills is an odd event for someone who sup¬ 
posedly has no official ties to the government. Sandet- 
son appears to have maintained am open line to some 
members of the espionage community 

Car I it on Coon: 

Spying, Anthropology und Crvplo/oology 
Peter Bvme and Tom Slick also had contact with 
elements of American intelligence. One of Tom 
Slick's earliest yeti consultants was Carleton Coon, 
professor of anthropology and former Office of Strate¬ 
gic Services agent. Coon was consulting for the Slick 
yeti expeditions from the very beginning, having been 
at one or the first meetings attended by Tom Slick s 
assistant Cathy Maclean. Peter Byrne, and Life's Jim 
Greenfield in Darjeeling, India, on January 16. 1957 
Within espionage circles Conn's work for the OSS 
was legendary One of Ihe first missions of Donovan's 
spy organization was operation TORCH, the invasion 
of North Africa, involving agents such as Peter Tomp¬ 
kins who nas gouc on to write about pyramids, Carle 
ton Coon was in charge of TORCH and the affair was 
such a success that it insured the future of the OSS 
OSS'*> leadership, who were later connected to the 
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Central Intelligence Gmup. then ihr Centra.' Intelli¬ 
gence Agency. would never forget Coor. tor his con- 
trimiuatK in the budding American intelligence com¬ 
munity. 

Gambit Inc of Ipswich. Massachusetts (Coon's 
residence in his late years! published the small book. 
A \firth Africa Sion The Aninrapolosi.it a.' OSS 
Afetu 1^41-1943 by Car let on S Coon, in I9ltfl It t* 
Tilled with Coon's 1940s writing* of his exploits with 
historical background supplied bv the editors at Gam¬ 
bit. The book is an interesting insight uno the dual life 
that Coon led. And the mostly code-named characters 
along the way hint at the overlaps that intrigue us. as 
well. There's ''Levy,** for example, a young French¬ 
man who Coon did not like because cf the way he 
treated the Arabs Coos noted, nevertheless, that Dus 
individual '‘claims to have been a member of a Hima¬ 
layan mountain climbing expedition." 

A North Africa Story details Coon'* thoughts on 
the kind of leg inmate from that worked best for OSS 
agents during wartime The question of cover is one 
that can otvK be settled by experience We have had. 
however enough experience to deicrttune a few prin¬ 
ciples. There an: two things good cover should avoid: 
tying ihc agent down with cover activities, and making 
him conspicuous," Coon wrote. He went on to make 
some further points. 

"State Department covet is good in that it allows 
the agent to go places where Ise could not otherwise 
get: it does not take up too much of his time It ts bad 
in that he is conspicuous and constantly under enemy 
surveillance They undoubtedly know' he is an agent, 
but don't dare harm him m neutral territory .. Special 
civilian covers art useful only for special jobs of bnef 
duration To be an archaeologist is silly, even if the 
agent ts really a well-known professional archaeologist 
m peace time. All arcliaeologisis are inevitably sus¬ 
pected of being agents anyhow even in peace time; 
and who cares about archaeology in wartime? An ar¬ 
chaeologist may be very useful for his knowledge of 
the country, us people, languages, etc., bur he must 
not pretend that he is still an archaeologist or war 
(Coon. 1W)| 

Coon used the cover of the diplomatic corps dur¬ 
ing World War 11. Carlcton Coon ned his public exit 
from the OSS to the tune Uut the organization was 
dis ba r^ at the end of the war Many former OSS 
agents, of course, were later employed by the opera¬ 
tions division of the CIA Was Coon one of them? 
Did he change his mind and allow hu anthropological 
career to dovetail with some clandestine activities after 
1945? Coon always seemed to be working right on the 
fringes of the Communist bloc countries, in Iran, in 
Afghanistan, and so forth Or ur India and Nepal, near 


Tibet 

Carleton Coon s autobiography. Ad\enturc: an j 
Discoveries, extensively deals with his Office of Srrs 
tegic Services (OSSl tenure and brief)} wmi tus ShcJ 
involvement. 

From October 17, 1956, until March 26 195- 
Carieton Coon conducted hu "Faces of Asta" :r»p er 
eleven countries Coon wrote that a "Lift side nu.*- 
ston" investigating Tom Slick "was a minor efton 
during his multinational Faces ol Asia" research tour 
Coon called tne Slick matin "sticky" because Life had 
hired him to sec whai Slick was up to. The name* 
cropping up m this one-page-long section of the auto, 
biography sound all too familiar There's Jim Green 
field. "The New Delhi representative ot thr Luce cm 
ptre." who seems to always be there in the back¬ 
ground for Ufe Was he gathering information for 
anyone else’ Coon shows up to investigate Slick tn 
Kalimpong. the so-called spy center of the area When 
Coon moves on to Gangtok in Sikkim he canno: be 
housed at the Ra> Kumar's, because his guest quarters 
were already full to overflowing with the Dalai Lama 
and hts entourage Returning io Kalimpong ts the 
dark. Coon then was hosted by Prince Peter of 
Greece, a shadowy figure in the veil and intelligence 
story if cvct there was one Nevertheless. Coon bad 
the unenviable position of telling Slick that Slick * 
search was inadequately staffed end "hts plans to use 
helicopters, bloodhounds, and the like, were unpracti¬ 
cal." 

Coon's retelling of the Slick-yen events is confus¬ 
ing. From what Coon wrote, he arrived in India on 
December 8. 1956. and stayed tr. that country for 88 
days before going on to Ceylon Hu tour ended there 
in March 1957. From ray Slick records, we know that 
Coon mei with Greenfield. Peter Bvrne and Slick as¬ 
sociate Cathy Maclean on January 16. 1957, in Da: 
.reeling. India. Coon stated that be met with Slick Did 
he" Where and when' Newsweek noted tn in Februan 
18, 1957, issue thal Slick was enroutr to Nepal Or 
March 14, 1957. Slick arrived x BiraliUgar. Nepal, to 
sun hu veti trek By March 26, 1957, Coon was 
back home When and where did their paths cross? 

What Coon was really doing in India and Sikkim 
with Slid;. Greenfield and Prmce Peter may never be 
revealed, bur an interesting bu of data has come m* 
way regarding hts non. Carl Jr., as Carleton Coon rt 
(erred to him, who was the station chief of the CIA tn 
India during this time When the elder Coon flew into 
New- Delhi late in 1956, lie was met ai the atrpon 0} 
Carl Jr., Carl Jr.'s wife Janci, Major Brooks (die u ' 
attache), and John and Barbara Waller 

Here is one more noteworthy Coon tidbit Coon 
wroce: "As soon as wt had arrived at Clark Field ft** 
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military airbase m the Philippines! I cabled both the 
.ur attacne and Jim Thompson in Bangkok warning 
ihetn of our arrival date |of December 7, 1956]. bur 
neither received the message All hotels were full be¬ 
cause of an international fair, bui: Jim wangled us a 
Knain at the Arrian Hotel, wherr we had as fellow 
guests ienaior Jacob Javits and Beamy Goodman's en¬ 
tire orchestra 

"Jim Thompson was an old OSS man who stayed 
on to found the extremely profitable Thai SiUt Com¬ 
pany. One day. run long after we passed through, he 
suddenly vanished into thin atr; as far as I am aware 
no one knows yet what happened to him. His disap¬ 
pearance remains one of the most fascinating mysteries 
of the East" (Coon. 1981). 

The Dalai Lama. Slick Deniuis and the CIA 

While a great deal of mloriunon has surfaced 
over the yean about the Central Intelligence Agency $ 
worldwide coven operations activities, little is known 
about .low deeply the CIA was involved in Tibet m 
'he 1930s and 1960s. "It is impossible at this writ¬ 
ing." John Prados noted in tits 1986 book. Presidents' 
'secret 'Mart "to give a derailed analysis of the Wash 
mgton decision making for Tibet. The oppropnaie re¬ 
cords remain security classified. If not for the courts, 
in fact, the entire discussion of Tibet in the Marchem 
and Marks book. The CIA and the Odt of Intelligence, 
would have been deleted by Agen;y censors." 

We are forced to read accounts of the conflict in 
Tibet riosely to get some insights into bow involved 
some of the yeti seareners may have been. Let s sun 
with one critical incident, the escape of the Dalai 
Lama rrom Tibet. There are dcn:iala, for example, of 
the rumors circulating that Tom Slick and Peter Byrne 
were -esponsible. in some fashion, for the safe pas- 
tags of the Dalai Lama rrom Lhasa. Since the time of 
Tom Slick's fust official yen recoimaisarce of eastern 
Nepal .a 1957. in which be was .trtuady a member of 
die rea. the rumors of his expeditions' involvement in 
spyttg have been rampant. The (lew York Tima even 
saw to publish an article reporting on the Russians' 
promotion of this story in in ucm entitled. "Soviet 
Sees Espionage in U S Snowmtm Hunt." The April 
1" 95? piece claimed Slick, was behind an effort 10 

iuD>ert the Chinese, and 'res Tibtsi. 

•Vhat con «e find in die record about the Dalai 
Lc.ru rescue? ’Who was behind the exit or with the 
Dalai Lama? Retcrxr Prouty, an At/ Force colonel 
*no upemsed secret air missions for the Office of 
Special Operations, has written ‘This 'mustic escape 
xi s major significance have t>ren buried in the lore 
ot r.e CIA as one of those successes that are not 
a.».:c about The Dalai Lana would have never been 


saved without the CIA" (Prouty, 1973) On March 
17. 1939, all three groups, the Dalai Lama, bis imme¬ 
diate family and senior advisors escaped from Lhasa 
Tenant Gyauo [the Dalai Lama| was disguised as a 
common soldier of the guard. .. The best information 
|about the fleeing Daiai Lamal came from the CIA. .. 
The CIA was so well informed because K bad fur 
Qisbed in American radio operator, who traveled with 
the Dalai Lama's party There may have been other 
CIA agents with the party as well (Prados. 1986) 
Who were these individuals? 

George Patterson might know Remember, he is 
ihe guy who had the mysterious meeting with an 
American tourist during 1935 in which pans ot ihe 
CIA's war in Tibet were mapped out. Patterson, who 
used the cover of being a missionary (but drank, 
smoked and chased women with Lhc beat of (he guys) 
was pan of a unique foray into Tibet in 1964. Setting 
inn secretly with Adrian Cowell, a Bntuh filmmaker. 
Patterson took off from Nepal to coordinate and film 
an snack on a Chinese convoy by Tibetan Khamha 
commandos Patterson and Cowell were successful, 
but upon their return they were briefly jailed in India, 
and (heir film was suppressed and noi shown for twu 
years. 

Now here's the interesting par: Who helped them 
get uuo Tibet 7 None other than Peter Byrne. Tom 
Slick's man in Nepal 

And who has written (he most concerning the Pax 
lerson incident without saying ;oo much m depth about 
it? None other than Micbet Peissci. In his book. The 
Secret War tn Tibet (1973), Peissel mysteriously Step! 
hu relerrnces to the CIA to only four small mentions 
tn this 253-page book. Peissel discussed a good deal 
about the secret war m Tibet bui strangely never men¬ 
tioned some amazing points now well-known tdue to 
recent CIA limned releases of information 1. such os 
the foci (hat the small kingdom of Mustang was die 
CIA-run base of Tibetan guerrilla operations Peissel 
revealed that he first went to the area in the spring of 
1939 with a letter of recommendation from Thubtan 
Norbu. the brother of the Dalai Lama, to the Prune 
Minuter of Bhutan ... T was off to meet Jigme Dorj:. 
the Prime Minister of Bhutan, in the small border 
lown of Kaiimpone" (Peissel. I966(. Wc. of course, 
understand a little bn more utwui the importance of 
Kalimpong tn (he espionage game, os was mentioned 
above. 

Also, we now have some facts about Thubtan 
Norbu. The eldest brother of the Dalai Luna was con¬ 
nected to the ".American Society for a Free Asia." a 
ClA-fundeu organization that tponsored a series of 
vatu to and lectures n the United Stales by Norbu. 
bcgtnfung m 1956 <Prados. I98fti Secretly, the Dalai 
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Lamas lamtlv war very involved with (he CIA ui 
fighting the Chinese. Gyaic Thondup. the Dalai 
Lama's second-eldest brother, Based in Darjeeling, es¬ 
tablished an intelligence gathering operation with the 
CIA in 1951. Six years later, he upgraded it in an 
advanced CIA trained guerrilla unit whose members 
were introduced to commando technique* on Guam Inr 
example, and then parachuted back into Tibet (Avcdon 
I984| What was Pcissel's connection io the CIA" It*» 
difficult to say 

Pcissct was apparently able to obtain much "Tibet 
file*' (as he called it) information from American and 
British intelligence contacts. He even reveals names 
that sound familiar - such as "Nyma Tscnng." said to 
be one of the most trusted officers among the Tibetan 
guerrillas Tibetan names m English arc merely rough 
transliterations, often in different spellings So we are 
not surprised to find the Shcrpa "Kuna Tenzing" on 
Slick’s 1957 and 1958 expeditions, and the same mdi 
v<dual "Ntma Tsbenng" on Hillary 's I960 expedition 
Was this person also the aforementioned "Nyma Tier 
mg’" Were Peasel's connections woven into the e» 
ptonage network' 1 

This is the same Michel Petssel who wrote a yeti- 
debunking article for Argosy magazine in 1960 entitled 
"The Abominable Snow Job " Peissel mentioned that 
the subject of his 1966 book. Bonx Lissanevuch, had 
been given a tranquilizer gun by the Tom Slick expe¬ 
dition Petssel balf-jokingly wrote that the "Indians 
thought Born a Russian agent, the Russians thought 
him an American agent, and the Americans, a Russian 
agent" (Peissel. 1966). It is interesting that Petssel 
would show up in the Tibetan area to investigate the 
abominable snowman, during the critical time of the 
Dalai Lama s escape Slowly, over the years, he re¬ 
vealed his deeper coven operations links 

Adrian Cowell, for his pan, turned up in Burma 
in the mid-1960s filming guerrilla opium armies 
(McCoy. 1972; and recently has been involved in Bra¬ 
zilian projects But Cowell's official biography in 
Contemporary Authors neglected to mention his Ti¬ 
betan adventures with Patterson. 

Something strange is gotng on here, 

"Atomic Testing” In Colorado Anyone? 

In 1959, after the Dalai Lama had been helped 
out of Tibet by the CLA, this same agency started 
sending Tibetans tc America for coven instructions. 
The secret CIA training site for the Tibetans was 
Camp Hale, near Leadv'ille. Colorado (Coincidentally. 
Tom Slick's mother's family was from Leadvilk.) The 
Tibetans were silently flown out of Asia, had only one 
refueling stopover in Hawaii and. upon their arrival, 
did not even realize they were ui the United States 


The imrtcuc surrounding this coven army ts , 

study by researchers who are looking for tnt i ct i, 
tuque used in governmental cuverupv Indeed, or. 

16. 1959 (Prados 1986) the CIA had 

"...planted * iron? page story in thv Denver 
reporting that aromic testing-though not bomb denim, 
uonwas ro oe conducted at Camp Hale The vast at*, 
of )4,00t)-fooi peaks and valleys covered by me c <mi|' 
was henceforth smelly off bounds to die civilian pt»p u 
lotion People wno were neat Peterson Air forte 
Base, outside of Culorado Springs, W'hen a subsequent 
group of Tibetans was flown out, found themseivc- 
detained Up to forty-seven at a time were facie a* 
gunpoint behind army roadblocks until mysterious 
buses, tbetr window's painted black, had passed by 
When news of unidentified Orientals ts Colorado 
reached the New York Times. Secretary of Defense 
Robert McNamara personally bad the story suf 
pressed As a final resort, soldiers guarding the raw. 
sensitive areas of the base-as well as the Tibeum 
themselves-were given explicit instructions to shoot to 
kill anvone found within the perimeters" <Avedor. 
1984). 

Names of men involved in the training at Camp 
Hale are difficult to locate, but It ts interesting to note 
the connection of the one person I war able to iden¬ 
tify. to other pans of our examination. McCoy, writ¬ 
ing in 1972 on the secrei war tn Laos, discussed only 
a handful of highly committed CIA mert dine One 
was Anthony Ptie. Agent Poc. before his Laos work, 
"recruited Khamba tribesmen in northeastern India, 
escorted them to Camp Hale ui Colorado for training, 
and accompanied them into Tibet on long-range sabo¬ 
tage missions " And which hard-working CIA agent 
had Poe replaced in Laos? William Young, that's 
who. the gentle man we met earlier because of hts 
probable lmk to Ivan Sanderson and the Burmese To* 
stones (McCoy, 1972). 

While Air America. Air Asia, and even a special 
Nepalese airline were all involved in the transport of 
the Tibetans to Camp Hale, was Slick Airways pan of 
the picture" Henry Bclk (1989i told mr that he be¬ 
lieves Slick .Airways was responsible for taking agents 
to war theaters m Southeast Asia Were Slick Air¬ 
ways' activities pan of the deleted Tibetan material 
never released by the CIA7 

Disinformation Chief Involved? 

And whai role might have Desmond FitzGerald 
played tn all of this? A veteran of conflicts m Burma 
FitzGerald was very much the Asian expert »r. thr 
CIA. Assistant to the head of the Far Eastern Divtsicr 
of the CIA's "Directorate for Plans" in 1952. 
FitzGerald was described as "bright, amuent. cultured 
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charming. and an avid btrd watcher" who •undertook 
the deadly business of coven operations wlib a light- 
heancd, romantic activism...dunng the 1950s" (Leary. 
1984). We now know that by the early 1960s, 
FitzGerald was named head of the Special Affairs staff 
and was responsible for at least one disinformation in¬ 
cident against ihe Chinese using UFO repons (Good. 
1988). Shortly after that, on November 22. 1963, 
FitzGerald, posing as a senior United States senator in 
Europe, handed Rolando Cubela a weapon disguised 
as a fountain pen for use in an assassination attempt 
against Fidel Castro (Summers. 1980). 

Deadly serious about his work. FitzGerald was a 
member of the CIA* w-«U«J ‘Knights Templar," a 
group of ongmal CIA officers and followers or Wild 
Bill Donovan. They seemed to have envisioned them 
selves like the ancient Catholic military order founded 
dunng the Crusades as a "mysterious and tightly knu 
group dedicated to a sacred cause" (Hougan, 1984), 
FitzGerald was very involved in the Tibet situation. 
"Despite the refusal [of President Eisenhower and the 
United States government) to associate with the Tibet 
ans openly, secret plans continued. Before Lis NSC 
(National Security Council) meeting of February 4, 
1960. the President met with a group including [for¬ 
mer Psychological Strategy Board Staff Director and 
at that tone special assistant ro the President for na¬ 
tional security affairs) Gordon Gray, [(Secretary of 
State) Chnstianl Herter. (CIA Director! AJlcn Duiles. 
[(CIA Deputy Director) Charles) Cabell, and Desmond 
FitzGerald" to discuss Tiber i Prados 19861 What 
kinds of disinformation was FitzGerald creating for 
the Tibetan operations? Did any of it refer to the yen 
expeditions searching the border of Tibd foT trace* of 
the creatures? 

Yeti Expeditions: Spy Missions? 

Truth Stranger than Fiction’ 

Late in I960. Sir Edmund Hillary, sponsored by 
the World Book encyclopedia comoany ol Chicago, 
left on his famous expedition to Nepal in pursuit of 
the "Abominable Snowman." While Tom Slick’s 
1957-1959 expeditions may have been rumored to be 
espionage missions, whai part did spying play in Hil¬ 
lary's trek? Driven by publicity and the media, most 
accounts of the yeti debunking affair mention only the 
high altitude medical testing as a subgoal of the fiasco. 
A few English and Italian press accounts exist con¬ 
firming that one objective of the group was to spy on 
the Chinese in Tibet Two rocket experts, Tom Nevi 
son of the United States Air Force and Peter Mulgrew 
of the Roval New Zealand Navy, were closely watch¬ 
ing and gathering data on the Chinese firing missiles 
from Tibet. Journalist Desmond Dolg, Nevtson and 


Mulgrew were camped together at Tolum Bau glacier 
when ibcv all witnessed just such a launching. Mean¬ 
while, the Chinese were jamming the camp's radio 
(Coleman, 1989: Sanderson. 1961; Doig. I960). All 
of the official chronicles of the Hillary-Wor/d Book 
expedition not too surprisingly fail to detail this aspect 
of the party’s activities. 

Strangely, in 1970 and 1971 two fictional ac¬ 
counts surfaced linking espionage activities with the 
abominable snowmen. The 1970 Billy Wittier movie. 
The Private Life of Sherlock Holmes is a story mclud 
mg large components of coven activities and the Loch 
Ness Monster Interestingly, it also contains a segment 
set in the exclusive Diogenes Club where Holmes 
comments on the members’ uncanny ability to turn up 
"here, there and everywhere." Then be later adds, 
"When there's trouble along the Indian frontier, some 
of your fellow members pop up in the Himalayas al¬ 
legedly looking for the Abominable Snowman” (Had- 
don, 1987). The Private Life of Sherlock Holmes ts not 
in distribution and difficult to locate today, aside from 
occasional television appearances. 

Ronald Rosenblatt (1989) has informed me of an¬ 
other presently rare fictional work that connects intelli¬ 
gence agents and a search for a Tibetan mystery ani¬ 
mal. In 1971, Jack Benton Scott’s Spar go: A Havel of 
Espionage was published. The book details the activi¬ 
ties of a renegade CIA agent who goes on a mission 
to Tibet and India, using a search for ihc so-called 
"Sun Bear." a supposedly extinct animal, as his 
cover 

lx truth stranger than fiction? Dunng die hottest 
days of the secret war in Tibet in 1Y59 and I960, 
eleven separate expeditions, including one led by the 
Chinese, were sent to the area on the track of the 
abominable snowmen of the Himalayas (Coleman, 
1989 Sanderson, 1961 Dong, I984». Were all of 
these merely cryptozoological Investigations, or was 
something more covert taking place 1 ' Has the yeti been 
a cover story for spy missions? Until some future 
Freedom of Information request produces a document 
or an expedition member talks openly, thus giving us 
some hard evidence for now we are left with only a 
few linkages and some intellectual possibilities. Still, 
something seems ?o be afoot! 

Coverup vs. Cover? 

For the last few vears. i great debate has raged m 
utology regarding the role or me CIA and other simi¬ 
lar organizations in the UFO field. For example. 
Timothy Good's Above Top Secret, a 1988 book, has 
already taken on near classic status. Its stance, taken 
tn the first paragraph, can be summarized as indicating, 
tltat a "widc-scaie coverup" it the involvement of the 
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intelligence community m the stud* of UFOs is occur¬ 
ring Good and other? led the coverrunem u hiding 
proof of the existence of UFO* 

In my cryptozoolngy-espionage examination how- 
evei the reasons brtnna the alleged coveraps seem to 
have more to do with hiding cover* than burying evt 
deuce and special knowledge of the reality of the ar 
canc subjects which occupy our interest* Over and 
over ogam, as wc delved deeper into the subject of me 
Tibetan yeti expeditions and the Himalayan spy mi* 
sions. the characters involved revealed a pattern of 
coven psychological warfare operations in then back 
grounds. While in North Africa. Carieton Coon, for 
example, invented a mine disguised ar donkey dung in 
order to kill Nazis. Meanwhile, to Algiers, Peter 
Tompkins was a member of the Psychological Warfare 
Branch of Genera) Eisenhower’* headquarters con¬ 
ducting ah manner of propaganda and direct action*, 
and possibly assassination* 

Desmond FitzGerald used false UFO sightings, 
and perhaps yeu one* also, to disrupt the Chinese. In 
a meeting to discuss secret activates in Tibet. FttzGer 
aid discussed plans with Gordon Gray, among others 
Gray was the first itarT Director of the Psychological 
Strategy Board. The background to the Psychological 
Strategy Board is illuminating In February 1949. 
President Truman created n Suit Deparrmeni psycho¬ 
logical warfare office. In March 1950. Truman 
adapted special order NSC-59 for more foreign mfor- 
mauoo gathering and psychological warfare, and (ben 
NSC-74 for "A Plan for National Psychological War¬ 
fare " The President then moved quickly to get Rear 
Admiral Sidney W Sauers for consultations Soucrs 
supported a recommendation to create an interagency 
group for nonmilitary cold war activities, and Truman 
responded by setting up the Psychological Strategy 
Board (PSB) under the National Security Council in 
Spring. 1951 

Gordon Gray was picked a* Tint staff Director of 
PSB: Gray knew Frank Wuncr, Directorate of Plan*, 
and CIA deputy director William H. Jackson and the 
PSB assistant Gray hired. Tracy Barnes, because they 
all worked for the same Wall Street law firm. Carter. 
Ledyard and Milbum. before WWII. A: the time, the 
Director of Central Intelligence was Walter Bedell 
Smith. Gray was asked to head PSB by W,B Smith 
and William Jackson. Earlier Gray had been involved 
in ihe whole setup of the Army staffs adoption of 
“psywar." i.e psychological warfare, m January 
1948. Although ihe prime mover tn that area was 
General Robert McClure. Gray as Assistant Secretary 
of the Army encouraged the effort The Army's inter 
«’ m ’psywar" eventually evolved into the Army’s 
"Special Forces." PSB disbanded in 1954 for political 


reasons, ana Gray was exiled ip ihe review board u ls 
sat in judgment of nuclear physicist J Robert Opnoji 
henner Bui Gray would be back He served m m, 
intelligence community tor torn years i Prados |9K4 

What tf the whole Uirusi of the intelligence cof 
nmmty’s mterest tn cryptozoologv ha* more to do wit: 
coven and fronu than wuh a coverup of data Dip.o 
matte, ornithological. and archaeological coven nave 
been used Whv not presen! an agent as some rul 
i razed cryptozoologtsl searching for such and sue: u 
creature tn some sensitive section of a foreign coun 
try? Whai better ’psywar" technique man to search 
tor and then promote a variety of positions an strong! 
and bizarre subjects, be they yetis, giam salamander 
or lake monsters ’ 

Strange Deaths 

Early is October 1962, Tom Slick had gone to a 
Canadian meeting of the Board of Duectors of Dresser 
Industries Then he had taken a burning trip for pheas¬ 
ant and quail, also in Canada Some speculate thx. he 
also checked up on his Sasqustch operations north of 
the border He was scheduled to fly to Sal; Lake City 
on the 6th. Then Slick was flying home to San Anto¬ 
nio to have dinner with hi; children Telling me of 
(ha: night only recently, those now adul: children will 
never forget waiting for that meal. 

Saturday night at about 6 PM.. October 6th 
1962. Tom Slick and pilot SneUy Sudderth of Dallas 
were killed m the crash of their Beechcraft Bonanza 
35 This is the same kind of plane that Buddy Holly. 
Richie Valero and the Big Bupper were in when they 
died in a wreck on February 3, 1959 

No one knows exactly how or why Slick died 
Residents near Dell, Montana, reported hearing a 
"non* like a crash " The plane's wreckage was found 
forty miles south of Dillon in extreme southwesterr 
Montana, near the town of Dell Harold Briggs, 
search and rescue coordinator for the Federal Aviation 
Administration (FAA) and the local sheriffs depart¬ 
ment. said the plane apparently disintegrated is flight 
One wmg was found intact and one engine was found 
a considerable distance from all other wreckage 
Slick's bag of game birds was strewn over the area 
Searchers reported that Slick’s and Suddenh’s bodies 
apparently fell free from the plane since they were not 
close to the wreckage. Briggs explained the backs of 
both seats were found together about three quarters of 
a mile from the bodies The bodies, both badly 
burned, were found alongside a county road about 
three quarters of a mile from the center ol the crash 
sue. 

We do not know what caused the Slick plans u> 
crash, and we may never discover the official verdict 
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either i attempted to learn cxxxy what the finai FAA 
report had concluded. I (lied a Freedom of Informa¬ 
tion Act request, badgered the FAA and the National 
Transportation Safety Board, ask the Slick family to 
search their files for a copy, got the able assistance of 
Ralph Nader's Aviation Consumer Project. General 
Aviation Aircraft Owners dam center, and countless 
librarians throughout the country tan to no avail. All 
avenues turned up empty. 

Finally the F.AA told me rhai such general avia¬ 
tion accident investigations ore the "responsibility of 
the National Transportation Safety Board (NTSBt." 
(Stewart. 1988) 

The NTSB lent me a form etter with the date of 
Slick’s "accident" handwritten a blue pen in the ap¬ 
propriate blank spot, but noting they were "unable to 
fill my request ’* The report on Tom Slick’s crash in¬ 
vest) gauun was required to be kept for only seven 
yean The letter ended, in foim-lener-coldness. "The 
reportisi requested by you fall under the statute ot 
limitations category and have been destroyed Sin¬ 
cerely. Susan Stevenson" (19881. 

I searched the Library of Congress for a possible 
hardcopy. No luck. Perhaps someone docs have a 
copy of ihc report, but l could rot locate that individ¬ 
ual. Was he transporting bombs, or merely remember¬ 
ing the insect repcltam? Slick wa a man who avoided 
publicity Was he involved ut some way with the intel¬ 
ligence network? What hints exist in the record that 
there may be something to mis notion’ 

In my book. Tom Slide ani the SeareJt for the 
Yeti <1989), I have detailed some of the theories sur¬ 
rounding hts death. One of them centered on the ex¬ 
plosion being caused by a bomb. 

Tom Slick, a murder vicun? Did his plane not 
get hit by lightning, but instead disintegrated due to a 
Uamb ’ Far inched , uudandish? Yes. but among some 

people who were close to Tom Slick, the bomb theory 
ranks very high on their list of possible causes of 
death. One observation that Harold Briggs made that 
was not picked up by most press accounts was the 
possibility ihe plane could have experienced, in his 
words, “an uitcrnai explosion." Two sources that wuh 
to remain unnamed quote the local sheriff's office in 
Montana xs saving that Slick's death was murder 

More Deads 

Some of the ducking runs m the notion hat Slick 
was on embarrassment, that he was wasting hts money 
on his Snowmen Bigioot pursuits, and die only way to 
dop turn wag to kill him. Around some stove fires m 
the Pacific Nordtwen. even today, such discussions 
are seriously held Fniks see how suddenly <hat the 
men that had ":o-«ponsored" the expeditions to the 


Himalayas died. F Kirk Johnson. Sr died within a 
year and Jr. within six. at 40 years old. of Slick s 
death, and they speculate. 

Others wonder if Slick’s peace work was rubbing 
certain folks the wrong way. After ail. President John 
F Kennedy would be killed ut Texas. Slick’* home 
stare, only fourteen months after Slick died. Maybe 
uic conservative lorces m America were trying to send 
someone a message with a special Texas flare.' 

One of the more interesung linkages Slick had 
was through his role as a member of the National Ad¬ 
visory Board of the United World Federalists (Cole¬ 
man. 1989). Founded in 1947, the United World Fed¬ 
eralists' first president was the intellectual Coni 
Meyer. Suddcnjy in 1950, around the tune that China 
was advancing or Tiber. Meyer left the organization's 
heau post ui the lands of liberal Alan Cranston (pres¬ 
ently the senior United States Senator from Califor¬ 
nia), md joined he CIA's coven operations division 
A close associate was quoted as saying It was a 
great surprise to hts friends. He was not the CIA type 
He was a world government man' (Smith, 1972V In 
1954, Meyer was named Chief of the CIA’s Coven 
Action operation?. Hardened by political battles with 
Joseph McCarthy and by personal tragedies, years 
later a fnend would say that Cord Meyer '’got Cold 
Warned" (Smith. 1972). 

Tragedies harmed Cord Meyer. One of Meyer'* 
sous died in an auto mobile accident Then there's the 
story of tus former wife, Marv Pinchot Mcver. JFK's 
last lover Mary Meyer was killed by an unknown as¬ 
sailant on October 12. 1964, on a C&O towpaih tn 
Washington D.C. Much darkness surrounds Mary 
Ptschot Meyer's death, but it appears dozens of peo¬ 
ple connected 10 the JFK inner and outer circles were 
lulled. 

JFK assasstnauun icscaithci Jotui Gooch III of 
New Orleans has wondered aJoud if perhaps Tom 
Slick was tn on some early planning meetings regard 
ing (he Kennedy kilting, hacked out and was killed for 
knowing too much. There s that mysterious meeting of 
14 individual* and Tom Slick that the FBI was watch¬ 
ing in 1962. There’s the htms .ind intormant* claims 
that "everyone knew Slick was heiptng run guru to 
Cuba ’’ A deeper .evd of involvement between Slick 
and several figures in the JFK drama keep cropping 
up 

Tom Slick was a mvsterv man but his past is 
slowing lilumtnarne some tnug&u into cryptozoologi 
cal and m-ptopo iticai intrigue tn >hrs country Tom 
Slick's memorial service was held at the guar «ecrc 
live Southwest Research Institute that he had creaicd 
At the ena of me ceremony Dr James W Luunc 
closing prayer uttered wotds Mut seem even more 
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authentic today "Trulv we would thank Thee lo: Thy 
servant Tom. wiio brag dead vet speaks to us.” 
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Yeti, serves as background to some of the material 
explored tn this chapter. Readers with further informa¬ 
tion on connections between secret intelligence. Tom 
Slick and crypiozoologv—in Tibet or elsewhere—are 
encouraged to wrue Loren Coleman at Post Box 360, 
Portland. Maine 04112 

Steamshovc! Debris: The November 22. 1993 edi¬ 
tion ol the San Antonio Express-News reported upon 
the increased publicity efforts of Southwest Research 
Institute. Southwest Foundation for Biomedical Re¬ 
search and the Mind Science Foundation, three San 
Antonio research facilities that "share m common the 
founding imprint of the laic Tom Slick. Jr ”, exam¬ 
ined briefly in Loren Coleman's book. Tom Slick and 
the Search Far The Yen The newspaper noted tba: 
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Mind Sciences Foundation developed from an interes! 
in parapsychology Slick developed "after one of his 
worldwide trips brought him io contact with an old 
guru who supposedly had the ability to appear and 
reappear in different locations." and someone whose 
ability to levitate Slick felt he could apply to the con¬ 
struction trade according to Coleman. 

Prior to 1993. the Mind Sciences Foundation 
studied a long list of unusual phenomena, including 
the effects of positive imagery and visualization: the 
functioning of lhc immune system on breast cancer pa¬ 
tients; Alzheimer's disease: spiritual healing; biologi¬ 
cal psychokinesis; relaxation techniques to lower blood 
pressure; extrasensory perception: clairvoyance; crea¬ 
tivity; motivation and self-esteem, asthma and aller¬ 
gies. Although mind control did not make (he list. 
Slick's predilection for similar topics when he founded 
the group puts an interesting spin on his possible link 
10 the Kennedy assassination and Mary Pinchot 
Meyer. Despite the date of this newspaper report, it 
had no connection to JFK. 

Executive director Catherine Nixon remarked that 
with regard to all this research, the foundation had 


been "content lo be ignored." It phased out its last 
"tn-house" project m July 1993 but intended to con¬ 
tinue to pursue its collaborative efforts with such al¬ 
lied institutions as the University of Texas Health Sci¬ 
ence Center and Ecumenical Center for Religion und 
Health in San Antonio. 

The Express-News quoted foundation truatse Tom 
Slick Ill. founder Slick Jr.'s son and a businessman 
based in Atlanta, as saving. "I’m not sure how much 
of a philosophical change it is, but it's a methodologi¬ 
cal change. We're not denouncing parapsychology, but 
we're wanting to do other things too My dad fostered 
ihc possibility of hiding a home run — mailing big, 
positive improvements in society...Wc settled on para¬ 
psychology in the early 1970s because the field had 
opportunity and suited the philosophy of the board. 
Now we want to refocus the (financial) resources we 
have." Mind Science Foundauon has a permanent $3 
million endowment; it plans to raise additional tunas 
through this new pursuit of collaborative grams 
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Black Cars at Might: The Men in Black Reanimated 

by Scott Corrales 


I n a recent Spanish publication, an article on fea¬ 
ture*; of the worldwide UFO scene wistfully men 
tioned “the almost forgotten Men-ln-BIftck” tn 
passing The absence of these biack-garbed. sinister 
personages, variously described as agents from a su 
persccret govemmem command, an Earth-based “si¬ 
lencing'' arm belonging to an extraterrestrial power, 
or manifestations of negative paranormal forces had 
taken some of the spookiness out of the phenomenon. 
However, there is mounting evidence that the MIB 
have not only not retired from the scene, nut have 
returned with renewed vigor force, 

Men-tn-Black reputedly harass eyewitnesses to 
UFO sightings and encounters, usually turning up at 
their homes tor places of business, as transpired m 
one Puerto Rican case) usually way before the wit¬ 
nesses have even thought about going public with their 
stones Case histones have them dressing m black 
suits, white shirts and jaunty red ties (the fabrics, 
however, have often been described as being unusual 
or unearthly), travelling tn threes, more often than not 
aboard spanking new models of large, outdated cars 
With notable exceptions, they seem to deliver a boiler- 
plaie warning: do not discuss the particular sighting, if 
a witness, or cease and desist investigation, if a ufolo¬ 
gist. 

These sartorial agents of silence have acquired 
mythic proportions in the UFO community over a 
umespan as lengthy as the phenomenon itself From 
the first appearance of a black suited, red-cravatied 
man in the wake of the infamous Maury Island 
“Hoax", threatening witness Harold Dahl to silence, 
to a growing number of appearances in the '90s, MIBs 
remain an enthralling facet of the supernatural. 

Early UFO sightings always ended with the in¬ 
volvement of the Air Force as the best qualified 
source of investigating the precise nature of these 
things. Airmen routinely turned up at witnesses' 
homes to ask questions, and in many instances, to 
confiscate evidence—such as samples of elusive “an¬ 
gel hair" taken from the home of journalist R DeWrn 
Miller (author of You Do Take It With riw) tn 1954 
When Asiatic-loofcmg men m black suits started show 
mg up claiming an affiliation with the Air Force, no 
one thought to question them, but their strange behav¬ 
ior—and uncanny psychic abilities—soon arose suspi¬ 
cion. 

After being pursued by a UFO over the Mediter¬ 
ranean in 1951. Col. Jim Doherty was visited by' a 


spmdly young man in an Air Force lieutenant's over¬ 
coat The gaunt-looking fellow warned Doherty, in an 
oddly accented voice, to forget all about the UFO en 
counter Doherty was to learn later on thai there was 
no such officer working far AFOSI Years after ifit 
modem. Doherty still has nightmares about hts UFO 
encounter in which a spmdly being, reminiscent of the 
false lieutenant, figured prominently (1) Tne An 
Force promptly denied any connection whatsoever to 
the Men tn Black. A Pentagon colonel told audio: 
John Keel that they had looked into a number of Men 
in Black reports The same Pentagon official stated 
that the UFO silencers, whoever they were, were 
committing a lcderal offense by impersonating a mem¬ 
ber of the armed forces These trtviaJuics did no: 
seem to trouble the Men tn Black: One such impostor, 
ustng the handle “Captain Munroe", turned up to 
threaten the teenage photographers of the Beavct 
Falls PA UFO m 1968. Trie tmpostor told one of the 
young Pennsylvanians that something unpleasant might 
happen to him if he continued discussing his sighting 

(2i 

The Men in Black phenomenon soon took on a 
life of its own when Albert K Bender, director of the 
Intemauunai Flying Saucer Bureau, announced lus re¬ 
tirement from “flying saucer investigation" and the 
IFSB’s shutdown m 1953. as a result of harassment by 
three men in black As rumors flew concerning the 
provenance of the trio. Bender himself would later 
stale that they were not from the FBI. but "from an¬ 
other branch." (3/ The Men in Black proved to have 
quite a long reach, as well; Edgar J Jarrold, head of 
thr Australian Flvmg Saucer Bureau, received a mys¬ 
terious visitor who advised him that "the most fantas¬ 
tic situation it u possible to conceive by normal stand¬ 
ards" 14). Jarrold would disappear mvsicriouslv years 
later. Bender would try to expand on the reasons for 
his hasty departure from ufology in his UFOs and the 
Three Men. where he describes Kazik, the dismal 
homeworld of the Men in Block, and the experiences 
he endured ai their hands (5). Bendw could chum the 
dislmcuon ol being the first investigator to be mo 
lested by these unknown quantities, and bis story 
would repeat itself m the lives of a number of invest' 
gators hence. 

Warren Smith, a noted writer durtng the I9?B$ 
(tinder the name Eric Norman), had acquired a piece 
of metal allegedly recovered from a UFO ut Madison. 
Wisconsin which had dumped "slag" fd la Maury Is- 
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land' over .in interstate highway Aware that someone 
was tailing hun during the investigation. Smith chose 
to conceal the fragment of slag within a television set 
in his motel room Upon returning to his room one 
evening, he was faced by two men who demanded that 
he turn over the find, threatening harm to his family if 
he chose not to 16 ). 

While never caught red-handed, the disappear 
ances of UFO related documents, even copies stored 
in different locations. have been blamed on Men tn 
Black. A N’J housewife who made a one-line entry 
about a UFO sighting in 1973 in her diary los* the 
entire book, which was in a locked desk- UFO re¬ 
searchers Ivan Sanderson awl Capt. Edward RuppeJt 
both had files containing UFO data stolen from lieu 
homes in breax-ins where objects of value to an 
authentic burglar were leh untouched. (7) 

Men in Black were also involved in the disappear¬ 
ances of children. In August 1969. an alarming ntm- 
ber of children suddenly vanished from the Brazilian 
lown of Vilha Verde, reappearing with equal abrupt¬ 
ness weeks later. The children had no recollection of 
where they had been during their absence, but their 
last recollection seemed to be having taken a ride in 
.in expensive automobile driven by a ''gentleman all 
dressed in black." ( 8 ) One gtri claimed that a mac in 
black had led her to the outskirts of town to a strange 
machine, having asked her to take her a ride "in his 
airplane", but seeing her discomfiture, gave her a 
handful of candies and told her to go back home. Nor 
have they apparently shied away from involvement tn 
the cattle mutilations scene. (9) 

John Keel, whose delving into the subject would 
make him the unquestioned expert in these matters 
documented the uncanny powers of these betngs: in 
I960 William Dunn Jr. a UFO investigator, had his 
home burglarized, his files burned, and his photos sto¬ 
len. i IQ) Men in Black were notably active during the 
West Virginia "Mothman" Sightings of 1966-67 as 
well as tn l ong Island. NY Far from believing item 
to be extraterrestrial agents, Keel introduced the con¬ 
cept of the Men in Black as negative, paraphystcal 
forces whose warnings were not io be 'aken lightly. 
His sentiments would be echoed by oilier writers and 
researchers. Some like David Tansiev, believe that 
they are a form of demonic psychic energy—a comcc- 
ture substantiated by records from past centuries. Oth¬ 
ers opine that thev are thought-:orms of amc son, 
although whose thought forms remains unclear. ( 11 ) 

The late Bmish paranonnalisi F W Holiday had 3 
personal encounter with an unusual Man m Black in 
the aftermath of the exorcism of Loch Ness in 1978, 
The figure, which stood some 30 yards away from 
Him was -ix feet tall and clothed in black motorcycle 


leathers with a helmet covering Its features. (12) Holi¬ 
day could detect no eves behind the visor and felt ‘a 
strong sensation of malevolence" issuing from it He 
walked within a few fcei of it and past it. but when he 
turned around to look at it again, the figure had van¬ 
ished. 

A more mundane origin for these elusive charac¬ 
ters, in step with the “secret government agent" the¬ 
ory. is that they were in fact elements of the Air 
Force Special Activities Center (AFSAO, devoted to 
non-electronic intelligence gathering, in particular the 
l I27(h Field Activities Group, comprising a varied ar¬ 
ray of shady types, ranging from lock-pickers and im¬ 
personators to cx-convicis. whose tasks were made 
even easier by the paranoia surrounding the UFO 
community. A corollary belief is that a great many 
Men in Black were Tibetan monks who followed the 
Dalai Lama and the Khamba riders into exile, placing 
their uncanny prowess at the service of the CIA. 
While fanciful, this would certainly account for the 
Asiatic physiognomy and unfamiliaritv with certain 
customs. 

Some Men in Black have upon occasion demon¬ 
strated non-stcreotypical behavior: In November 1973 
a young woman working for an employment agency in 
San Juan. Puerto Rico received an afternoon visii from 
a man dad m an immaculately black tun with a shirt 
(hat seemed to be woven of a texture unknown on 
Earth. The man had extremely long, rapenng fingers 
i as reported in other Men tn Black cases) and a man¬ 
nequin-smooth complexion. The woman found herself 
mesmerized by his conversation, which ranged from 
the ecology (0 war. along with statements such as: 
"there were other worlds titan this one." According io 
author Salvador Frcixedo the Men in Black often re¬ 
spond positively to courteous treatment. <I3) 

The Men in Black seemed to have taken an ex¬ 
tended furlough sometime in the tare ’ 704 . One of 
their last major appearances was in the wake of the 
failed hljaeking of a private plane by three small 
UFOs over Lake Tcqucsquitengo. Mexico. The pilot. 
Carlos de los Santos Moniicl, was harassed by Men in 
Black on hu way to an interview with the late Dr J 
Allen Hynek. Many believe that the increased willing¬ 
ness to discuss the phenomenon in the wake of 1978s 
Close Encounters of the Hurd Kind spiked die MIB's 
usefulness as tools of fear and intimidation 

But the Nineties have witnessed their disturbing 
return to the scene in a number of cases: Puerto Rican 
investigator Jorge Martin, editor of Eudenaa Ovm 
magazine, unearthed an astonishing M1B story while 
interviewing the late Dieeo Sccarra. a key witness to 
me Laguna Cartagena sighting®. Sugarra sold Martin 
that a friend had had a chitling experience while ex- 


322 i Popular Alienation 


piortiu' the vicinity of the lagoon, recording tilings on 
a small camcorder The witness saw a bright flash that 
proved to emanate from a spherical L/FO about to 
land Hiding behind the dense tropical vegetation, 
Segarra s friend was 3ble to see—and allegedly cap¬ 
ture on video—mmpsuited Greys emerging from the 
craft, followed by a tali albuioesque human figure 
clad in a black suit, white shin, and red tie The wit¬ 
ness also added that the man in the black suit wore 
sunglasses and had silvery hair, and was whisked 
away by two soldiers riding a jeep—a notable step 
down from the ubiquitous black Cadillac 

This is by no means the first time that such an 
event has been recorded. A United Press International 
news wire circulated among the Caribbean basin's ma¬ 
jor newspapers reported an event in San Juan de los 
Morros, Venezuela, m which two physicians made a 
startling observation. On an open road near their 
clinic, a magenta-colored Mustang stopped to disgorge 
two passengers dressed exactly alike: biack suns, sun¬ 
glasses, and red neckties The uuusua! pari immedi¬ 
ately donned whai appeared to be bells of some sort 
Moments later, a UFO appealed out of the sky. com¬ 
ing close enough to the ground to allow them to enter 
via a ladder After a 180 turn, the vehicle sped off 
tnto space (14) 

When Karl Brugger. author of the ••Chronicles of 
Akakct" (a narration of "lost" underground cities in 
Brazili was mysteriously murdered on the streets of 
Rio de Janeiro in January 1984. a number of South 
American investigators promptly placed responsibility 
for the crime on the HDN [hombres de negro, the 
Spanish acronym for MfB). Fabio Zerpa, editor ol the 
now defunct Cuarta Dimension, declared: “These 
deaths always have the appearance of being natural 
events, but curiously enough, every tune someone has 
important information on a crucial subject, strange ac¬ 
cidents seem to befall them.” (IS) 

Pennsylvanian UFO investigator Lois Le Gros has 
studied a number of cases involving MIB activity in 
the 1990s: two witnesses, one of them an abductee, 
were cornered by a Man in Black m the aisle of a 
discount store near Pittsburgh. According to their tes¬ 
timony the suange personage appeared intent on mes¬ 
merizing them with tm unusual ring on one of the fin¬ 
gers of his hand In a completely unrelated case, an¬ 
other young abductee front a Pittsburgh suburb would 
encounier a Man tn Black every day—on her way to 
work. 

Describing him as ••intimidating", the witness told 
Lc Gros that he would board the bus every day and 
gradually sit closer to her. The sinister figure wore a 
full-length black trenchcoai. even in unseasonable 
weather, and hat. shoes, gloves and shirt of the same 


color On one occasion, the stranger sa; next to her on 
the bus. causing her to cringe agamsi the window. In 
spite of the confuted space on the vehicle, the witness 
expressed a belief that she mav well have been the 
only one to have noticed the sinister outlandish!) 
dressed character 

Another Pennsylvanian researcher, Mike Lonzo 
interviewed the protagonist of a singular case an eld¬ 
erly woman witnessed the fall of a strange black stone 
into her backyard, and almost immediately after, re¬ 
ceived the visit of two tuxedo-wearing MIBs who de- 
manued—in no uncertain terms—the return of the 
biack stone, claiming that its loss would “bring about 
the destruction of their universe ” Frightened, the 
woman complied with then request, and there was an 
even more amazing turn of events: her mxedoeb visi¬ 
tors invited her out to dinner at a Pittsburgh restau¬ 
rant. where they were joined by their female counter¬ 
parts (it is unclear if they, ioo, were dad tn evtr fash- 
tonablc black). (IS) 

The strange "reanimatkm" or the Men m Biack 
seems to have adapted itself to the belt-tightening 
Ninettes: travelling in rwos rather than threes, using 
public transport rather than the obligatory Cadillacs, 
and departing UFO landing sites in humvees or jeeps 
This should not be surprising, given the phenomenon's 
propensity toward mimicry of the human condition. 
The fact that they have returned from their improbable 
reality to trouble our own. however, should be a cause 
for concern. 
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Undeclared War Exists 
Faxed by Norman Olson 


A t tin* writing, police authorities report that 
Timothy McVeigh and .mother suspect, idenh 
Tied now only as John Dot #2. left the scene 
of Oklahoma City s Mu: rah Federal Building in sepa¬ 
rate cars. Moments later, of course, the terrible bomb 
mayhem occurred at the building, killing an as yet 
undetermined number of people, over 100. including 
many children. McVeigh and some comrades pre¬ 
viously had been asked by the leaden of the Michigan 
Militia—a homegrown, Second Amendment, paramili¬ 
tary outfit similar to many across the country—to 
leave the group apparently because their strident views 
about the use of violence became embarrassing 

Alter die bombing, polict pulled McVetgh over 
for speeding m a car with missing license plates, ar¬ 
rested him for carrying a concealed weapon, and later 
charged him with the crime It has not been deter¬ 
mined if McVeigh did not know if the plates were 
already missing or if they had fallen off during die 
cecawav His partner, however, suffered no similar ca¬ 
lamity and remains on the loose perhaps with the li¬ 
cense plates fastening screws sitting next to a screw¬ 
driver on the front passenger seat of his car In any 
event. Timothy McVeigh has not come to be regarded 
as a criminal genius. 

Shortly after McVeigh’s arrest, the leader of the 
Michigan Miliua issued the following as an explana¬ 
tion for the Oklahoma City bombing incident. 

PLEASE FAX ACROSS AMERICA 
OKLAHOMA 071' BOMBING EXPOSED 
PLEASE REFAX ACROSS AMERICA 

FROM: NORMAN OLSON, COMMANDER. MICHI¬ 
GAN MILITIA CORPS 
TO. THE AMERICAN PEOPLE 
Attention. Citizens of America - Undeclared War Exists 

The wrath of the country has been directed toward 
the brave men and women of the Michigan Militia 
Corps Now the truth: On April 19, 1995 a day that 
will live m infamy, the government of Japan, tn retali¬ 
ation fat the U.S. gas attack on the subway there, 
blew up the Federal Building in Oklahoma City, 

The Japanese attack was reported to Sarah 
McLendon. McLendon News Agency on April 18. 
just hours before the destruction of lhat building. 

FBI employee Robert Goetzman (operating out of 
the executive office of the Bush presidency, and hav¬ 


ing “dual agency’ status with CIAj CIA employs* 
Wes Thomas and L 1 S Intelligence employee. James 
Cnfteld, were hired by the Japanese Embassy at tin 
beginning of die Clinton presidency to bur the execu¬ 
tive offices o? ihc President These men had lost lucra¬ 
tive programs assigned to them by Bush and although 
noi out when Clinton occame President, they were out 
of funds tA great deal of money had been deferred 
while under Bush, to their own private accounts te the 
extern that they were setting up their own pnvaie com 
panics. > Once bought by the Japanese, these men werv 
paid through MCA/Univcrsal (owned by the Japanese' 
to provide intelligence information gatheted from the 
surveillance devices and hugs Goeliman has installed 
inside the surveillance devices and bugs Goetzman had 
Installed inside electronic devices (computers, faxes, 
ctc.i m order to win the Japanese trade war going on 
at that time, The li.S. and Japan had completely lost 
cooperation on the trade talks and threatened sanction 
deadline against Japan. Japan retaliated by devaluating 
the dollar against the yen, which was trading at its 
lowest amount ever recorded on the day of the subway 
attack 

Walter Mondale gamed knowledge of the espio¬ 
nage activity on Jan 27. 1994, the day before sanction 
deadline and attempted to have the matter investigated 
The source of Bus information contacted Wiliiaro 
Peny for protecuon and assistance after learning of 
Justice Department employee Paul Coffey's attempt to 
kill the investigation. CIA director. John Deutch. was 
in charge of ihc investigation tmr> the matter 

In retaliation of the attack against the dollar, the 
li.S government gassed citizens of Japan to discredit 
the government The Japanese government, not willing 

to reveal their own espionage, blamed the act on a 
religious cult with a massive disinformation effort In 
retaliation the Japanese destroyed the Federal Building 
in Oklahoma City. To further embarrass the President, 
a copycat bomb was used so that the Arab people 
would be blamed by U.S citizens. With anger grow 
uig toward the Mideast the Feds had to fmd a quick 
scapegoat, so they triggered CNN and ABC 

They were visible, there were many of them, and 
a recent “non-incident" had occurred in Michigan in¬ 
volving “Rambo’’ talk about blowing up some lunk 
Russian armor. Ii was ihc Fed’s only card to play 
Surely someone could be found inside Michigan to 
hang. But this is where they made their mistake 
American pamots in Michigan don’i kill patriots in 
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Oklahoma. Their suppressed sacrificial lamb climbed 
off the altar and became a Wolverine. 

The actual target of the Japanese was in fact the 
senior Secret Service agent (whose widow and or¬ 
phaned child sat behind Clinton and Hillary at (he me¬ 
morial service! who was "in the loop” with 
Goetzman. et. al He had been transferred to OKC 
only months earlier. His death was a symbol that the 
President and the nation are touchable." 

The President knew. Janet Reno knew, William 
Perry knew. Mondale knew. Stephanopoulas knew, 
Panctta knew. CNN knew. ABC knew, (he CIA knew, 
the FBI knew. And now the American people know 
the truth. 

The top five conspirators are- Robert Goctzinan. 
Dan Starkey. Wes Thomas. Paul Steel, and Jim 
Cofteld. Peter Stanley and Waiter Mondale did all 
they could to stop it, but no one listened and those 
who ’listened could not taJJc. 

President Bush's CIA controls the presidency To 
make that point clear to Clinton, the CLA hit Vince 
Foster as a reminder of who really runs the roost. The 
war between agencies has escalated into undeclared 
war between Japan and America The American peo¬ 
ple arc paying the price Expect blackmail acuons by 
Japan The government.', of both countries may soon 
collapse under the weight of their own corruption. 

Signed. Brigadier General Norman E. Olson. 
Commander Michigan Militia Corp 


Esther 7:10: So they hanged Haman on the gal 
lows that he hod prepared for Mordecai. Then was the 
king’s wrath pacified 

On April 28. after Olson released this fax and 
made similar comments to a television station in Chile, 
the Michigan Militia asked him to resign as its head — 
a second dismissal for reasons of acute embarrass¬ 
ment The communications director for the miilna. 
Ken Adams, remarked to the Chicago Tribune that 
'Sorm has been under tremendous stress and lack of 
Sleep, which affects everyone's judgement "As it turns 
out, the rant *vas not even original: it actually origi- 
noted with a woman named Debra Van Trapp, sans 
the vaguely anti-Semitic biblical reference to Hanum. 
an enemy of the Jews. Sherman Skolntck (see chapter 
8) explored the dimensions of this version of events In 
Oklahoma Cin al length in an interview with Ms Von 
Trapp that appeared on Brian Redman s highly recom¬ 
mended electronic newsletter Conspiracy Nation. 
available at bigxctifrprainenet.org. Normam Olson re- 
emerged during a June 1995 Senate heanng on the 
militia movement, provoking Senator Arten Specter 
CR.-Pa.i into an angered insistence that Olson point to 
proof of his charges of government corruption. Olson 
missed the opportunity to mention the Magic Bullet 
Theory, the pkvsics-defving explanation of the bullet 
trajectory that killed JFK. which Specter authored. 


326 Popular Alienation 


Carlos Castenada; Criticism and Conspiracies 

by Tom Lyttle 


C arlo* Castaneda is the popular writer whose 
autobiographical hooks on Yaqui screen- have 
sold ink' the millions. Il has been stated that 
after Margaret Maad. he is the most well-known 
American anthropologist. His books and lectures 
chronicle his mutations into shamamr secret societies 
and traditions, some written while studying to obtain 
his Ph.D. in anthropology from UCLA. After he 
earned his degree, more adventures were chrome led. 
His books arc very- compelling and original, very mys¬ 
tical in appearance, and very readable. 

According to Time magazine. Castaneda wrote his 
first unpublished works centering around Don Juan in 
about 1956. This happened eleven years before his 
first book was published He also had a cc-3uthor at 
the time named Albertt Greenfield Castaneda Titled 
his &rst unpublished manuscript about Don Juan and 
shamamc magic, The Whole World Sounds Strange. 
Don't You Think...? Response within Castaneda's cir¬ 
cle of friends was so great regarding these unpublished 
works that he abandoned painting in favor of writing 
Eleven years later, in 1967, UCLA anthropology 
student Carlos Castaneda presented a copy of a manu¬ 
script he had written to a professor for comments ti¬ 
lled The Teachings of Don Juan Very impressed, the 
professor encouraged Castaneda to submit the work to 
the University of California Press for consideration. In 
late 1967, three editors of UC Press read the work 
and recommended it for publication. Retitied The 
Teachings of Don Juan: A Yaqui Way of Knowledge 
(University of California Press, 1968), UC Press re¬ 
leased tt on June 27, 1968 At the time college stu¬ 
dents and a young America were becoming openly ex¬ 
posed to drug experimentation and alternative politics 
through the Vietnam war protests, Timothy Leary’s 
LSD evangelism was m full bloom, and Castaneda's 
books were absorbed directly into the mainstream of 
sub-cuitural America. At ns peak, the second priming 
of The Teachings Of Don Juan sold over 16.000 cop¬ 
ies a week! 

Like Timothy Leary. Castaneda set the standard 
for whai psychedelic drug use might be. or could be. 
It also started a sort of hero-worship or “celcbrtty 
cult” within consciousness studies, or psychedelic 
studies. Another celebrity-cult had started up about 
that time, around New York banker R Gordon Was¬ 
son. Wasson published a Life magazine article regard¬ 
ing Mexican shaman Marta Sabina and the ritual uses 
of Mexican "magic mushrooms.” Wasson was an 


amateur expert on psychedelic mushroom cults ana 
had published many well received books 

These three men, Lears. Wasson, and Castaneda, 
more or less started psychedelic anthropology studies 
Today this science calls tins elhnopbarmacology Hun¬ 
dreds of books, magazines, science papers, movie; 
and loumals centered around serious looks at ritual, 
culture and the rarc-plant or drugs used by magicians 
and shamans. My own journal. Psychedelic Mono¬ 
graphs and Essays , focuses partly in these areas As a 
gauge of the popularity of psychedelic studies and eth- 
nopharmacology. ray journal is sold tn thirty coun¬ 
tries. These three men started this populantv back in 
the 1950s 

All three gentlemen also battled each other alter¬ 
natively for notoriety and cciebntv status Wasson and 
Leary openly despised each other's works and often 
said so tn print. Castaneda often said Leary was hit 
mam competitor, although when the two met in person 
Castaneda tried to gel Leary to initiate him into 
Leary's Mexican research group called IFIF (the Inter 
national Federation for Internal Freedom i Wasson and 
Castaneda exchanged many letters, with Wasson being 
most skeptical to Castaneda's claims These letters are 
on file it Harvard at the Botanical Museum. 

By 1971 a Castaneda sequel was released entitled 
A Separate Reality (Pocket Books. 1971). This also 
was an extremely papular work, and further explored 
Castaneda’s apprenticeship to the Yaqui sorcerer 
named Don Juan. At no lime was a person named 
Don Juan ever photographed, interviewed (excepi by 
Castaneda) or established as real. However, Castaneda 
did provide detailed descriptions of Don Juan, and an 
assistant named Don Genera. Several other well- 
known and popular Castaneda books emerged m the 
next few years, with the latest entitled The An of 
Dreaming (Harpcr-CoUins. 1994). 

All these books more or less center on the same 
theme, Yaqui Indian sorcery and a credentials! an¬ 
thropologist's initiation into the alternative worlds ol 
the Bruios and Curanderos These are types of Meso- 
Amencan shamans that heal or harm, talk to spirits 
and more or less act as local soothsayers. Castaneda 
originally presented all the material as matter-of-fact 
anthropology', real adventures with real people. Rea! 
descriptions of real hallucinogenic plant uses and ritual 
occur throughout his books and were—and are—often 
mimicked by the readers. Real magic and sorcery, 
brought back to us like the adventures of Indiana 
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Jones. Much interest in dream research, alternate di¬ 
mensions. witchcraft, Indian lore, initiation, and psy¬ 
chedelics were instigated through Castaneda s works. 

What Plants Were Used to Train Castaneda? 

Castaneda described three mam hallucinogens in 
his books used by Don Juan to train him m sorcery 
The first ts jimson Weed, or datura. The second is 
psilocybin mushrooms The third is peyote, a cactus. 

In bis first books. Don Juan taught Castaneda to 
“fiy“ through uses of jimson weed, and to smoke a 
magical blend based in mixtures of psilocybin mush¬ 
rooms and other herbs. Castaneda mostly focused on 
the visions of these trips, what he saw and who he 
encountered while intoxicated, strange physical effects 
and never gave actual locations or places where these 
plants were obtained. 

Don Juan would cell Carlos what was actually go¬ 
ing on He translated the often bizarre places Carlos 
ended up in by biting off more than he could chew 
with these psychedelic plants. Castaneda often encoun¬ 
tered 3 being called Mescalito. an Indian divinity The 
word Mescalito ts derived from ihc same root as mes¬ 
caline. a psychedelic chemical or drug derived from 
the peyote cactus. Jimson weed was also called 
Devil’s Weed by Castaneda. It is also called ‘loco- 
weed" by Mexicans. This is a very common 
plant/drug used by Vfeso and American Indians like 
the Huichol and the Tepacano. 

In medieval Europe witches claimed to be able to 
fly. though uses of jimson weed. Datura Is very 
deadly also, although there arc healing applications. 
The most famous fatality is Abraham Lincoln’s 
mother, who died after drinking cow’s milk tainted 
with Datura In those days this was called 'milk sick¬ 
ness/’ 

Castaneda gave suen derailed and powerful de¬ 
scriptions ihat many readers actually traveled to Mex¬ 
ico to search for these magical plants. A July 1970 
story in the ,V>v York Times spoke about Thousands 
of hippies .invading Mexico in search of ihe 'magic 
mushrooms'.'' Psilocybin mushrooms ami peyote are 
also 'used for divination and healing purposes by sha¬ 
mans all over the world, Peyote is illegal in most of 
the US and Mexico but the Indian Native American 
Church uses it for religious purposes off and on. de¬ 
pending on the laws surrounding Indian religious uses, 
which seem lo change every other vear. 

In the US and Mexico, types of psilocybin mush 
rooms arc picked out of cow pastures by hippies. ama¬ 
teur mycologisis anil the curious, They often crow in 
cow manure. Psilocybin mushrooms arc one of the 
most powerful hallucinogens known lo man 


Unpublished Castaneda: 

What Is Really On His Mind? 

I have just finished a new book manuscript oiled 
Psychedelia Relmagir.ed, four hundred pages of es¬ 
says on hallucinogens and hallucinogenic drug culture. 
My agent. Bernard Shtr-CIllf. represented Castaneda 
at one point, so I have had numerous conversations 
about ihc old days, his going to lunch with Castaneda 
and all the behind-the-scenes business. 

One chapter of my new hook contains new. un¬ 
published material by Carlos Castaneda from the 1968 
period, die lime of his first book The Teachings of 
Don Juan. This material is based on original record¬ 
ings. supplied by researcher David Christie. 

Castaneda apparently tried to use his powers io 
find lost treasure and money. I quote from some of 
the questions and answers Castaneda gave before a 
private audience at that tune. The following are never- 
betore-pubiished. verbatim quotes from Carlos Cas¬ 
taneda. 

"I've been involved with hunting treasures 
lately .A Mexican came to me and told me there was 
a house that. uh. belonged to a man who apparently 
stored a lot of money and never used a bank...He 
figured and calculated that there was at least $100,000 
dollars and he asked tf I could discover where the 
moucy was. Laughter So 1, um. followed this ritual 
It was a minor vision; not as clear as a divination 
procedure. But it was a vision (hat could tie inter 
prated. A fire has to be made that attracts whatever it 
is that has to be attracted. So this bunch of about four 
people and 1. they all did the ritual, we waited for a 
vision and nothing came at all we dug up the whole 
house and the guy that was digging, he got bitten by a 
black-widow spider fauthor's note; Carlos Castaneda 
means Chaxly Spider'm Spanish|. 

"...So I have this dream. A dream m which the 
owner of the house pomts to the ceiling...So 1 was 
walking on the beams and this guy got very suspi¬ 
cious: he ihought 1 was going to cheat him out of his 
money - wc never did. .He came up...He got hooked, 
you know, with his legs dangling in the upper pan 

” .1 went to sec Don loan, and 1 told him of this 
failure .and he said this was very natural, what « 
left of a man guards whatever he is hiding." 

Further Castaneda Conspiracies 

While Castaneda's books cciniain a lot of power, 
to do many of his crnics. Most of these criticisms 
locus on inconsistencies in bis storvtclhng. confused 
or laise anthropology, nuccunuc quotes, wrong geog¬ 
raphy. and unsubstantiated emnpgraphv Castaneda 
teems to have regularly pasted together various 
places and people. Indian tribes gci combined and up- 
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peat in wrong locations, oi one character s activities 
gci draped over another's Actual anuiropoiogy ftelO- 
notes about Yaqui or Huichol territory get combined 
or cui-up and remixed or exaggerated Important 
tilings regarding amlimiic Yaqui ritual, for instance, 
arc completely overlooked or left oul of descriptions 

The first main scries of cnltcisms appeared in 
1976 by Richard dcMUIe. titled Castaneda's Journey: 
The Power anti the Allegory i Ross-Erickson, 1976) A 
tollow-up book in 19S0 by DeMille was titled The 
Don Juan Papers: Further Castaneda Controversies 
(Ross-Enckson. 1980) Both were very popular books. 
In them, experts in Yaqui and Huichol culture repeal¬ 
ed^ contradict Castaneda's claims Experts in ethno- 
pharmaoology and hallucinogens also contradict many 
of Castaneda's claims regarding the effects of certain 
drugs or plants These two books arc explosive and 
disturbing, and still in pruu. 

Authentic scholars like peyote ex pen Dr Weston 
La Bane, author of The Pevnte Cult (Schocken Books, 
1969) lambasted Castaneda for faking data and mis¬ 
leading the public A Yaqui Indian expert from 
UCLA—the anginal Castaneda publisher—Dr. Ralph 
Beals requested Castaneda's field notes several limes. 
Castaneda never supplied anything In fan. to four 
other anthropologists from UCLA, Many other critical 
publications have appeared, further fueling book sales, 
and controversy. 

My just-released book. Psychedelics: The Most 
Exciting New MateruiLi On Psychedelic Drugs (Lvlc 
SiuarrfBarncade, 1994) has a chapteT called "The 
Breaching Of Don Juan's Teaching " Thu chapter, by 
author Ray Clare, attempts to determine where Cas¬ 
taneda originally got his shamanic ideas. One source 
seems to be a tribe of Yaqui shamans called the Pas- 
colas. The Pascolas are clown shamans involved m 
tnckstmsm and burlesque. Part of the tradition of the 
Pascals involves taking actual ceremony or tradition 
and distorting it. lampooning it, much tike Castaneda 
may have done with real Yaqui ceremony. My book 
contains photographs of an actual Pasco!a clown-sha¬ 
man connected with a cult called (he Trembling Instru¬ 
ment Tribe, a Yaqui cult possibly connected to ancient 
Toitec magic. The Toltccs preceded the Mayan and 
Aztecs, as well as the Yaqui Indians in Mexico Little 
is known about the religious practices of the Toltccs. 
Ray Clare believes that Castaneda derived the Don 
Juan Mams character from the Spanish word Matus, 
short for Methuselah or "old wise man." French poet 
.Antonin Artaud also saw versions of the Pascola while 
in Mexico, and described them in detail tn hut 1950s 
book. Tnt Peyote Dance (Farrar, Straus and Giroux., 
1976 11948, 1st ed.j). 

Dr. Jay Pikes' has recently produced a new 


ground-breaking book, Carlo: Castaneda , Acadenn. 
Opoonuntsm In The Psvcheaeltc Sixties (Millennia 
Press 1993) I: attempts to implicate three UCLA an 
thropoiogists. Dr. Myerhoff. Dr. Fursi and Dr Del 
gado. tn deliberately faking or distorting scholarly m 
formation supporting Castaneda's Pti.D thesis and 
books. These three scholar, helped Castaneda gci hit 
book contract through the University of Calilonna 
Press Dt Fikes reveals that several actual staamanr 
were used to mode! the fictitious Don Juan Matus 
These included an Indian named Ramon Meauu and 
Mexican shamaness Manna Sabina. 

Some of tile more amazing claims described and 
then discredited in Fikes* bool; include. 

t. Dr Myerhoff claims to show an Indian sor¬ 
cerer (latex known to be the inform am Medina i actu¬ 
ally "flying." Fursi called this pnoto "strikingly simi¬ 
lar to...Don Juan s feats." This later proved to be a 
totally staged photo (with r»o field notes I taken well 
outside Chapaianga Huichol territory . 

2. Dr Furst and others repeatedly sold Medina to 
UCLA as a sacred Huichol "singer", trying to make 
him a saleable celebrity. In fact, <a "ilugci" must 
make at least ten peyote hunts and serve os Huichol 
temple officer for five years or more Medina never 
represented himself in this manner. 

3. Dr Myerhoff recounts the many sexual feats of 
Medina, ti is well known expeas that a mara'acamt 
(shaman healer) must live a totally pristine monoga 
mo us life. 

4. Several anthropological experts including the 
very respected Dr. Wcigand. accused Dr. Fursi and 
Dr. Myerhoff of '‘representing data derived from the 
artisans of Western Mexico as if it were a presentation 
of the life oi world view of the indigenous IHuichol) 
shamans " 

This book also includes important descriptions and 
color photos of actual Huatacame and Huichol cere 
monies. Once you sec the real thing, Castaneda's plas¬ 
tic versions of these rituals stand out more. This book 
ts so provocative and accusing that at least one of tbe 
doctors tn question. Dr. Fursi, threatened a lawsuit for 
slander if the tone wasn't downplayed Another storm 
cloud comes from the soon to be published book by 
authors David Christie and Margaret Castaneda. Car¬ 
los's ex-wife. The Castaneda marriage ended on a bad 
note, expect a util-all 

Author Richard Alan Miller (The Magical and 
Ritual Uses of Perfumes, Destiny, 1989. The Modem 
Alchemist. Phanes Press, 1994) also makes unsubstan¬ 
tiated claims that he was under contract by Simon and 
Schuster to help gbost-writc and provide new ideas 
and background for Castaneda This surrounded the 
Tales of Power writmg sessions. Miller also claims to 
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have met Don Genera although it is more likely he 
met Juan Medina While I haven't sees the Simon and 
Schuster contract. Miller ts a respected author and lec¬ 
turer, with dozens of books to print 

In Conclusion 

Carlos Castaneda started a revolution with in con¬ 
sciousness and New Age circles. He took modem 
America into die world of the shaman like no one has 
ever done, before or since. He definitely helped start 
the psychedelic revolution and Americans ‘ fascination 
with natural hallucinogens like peyote and psilocybin. 
He also poputannd the new age celebrity, Indian and 
Shamamc market places, magazines like Shaman's 
Drum. Woman of Power and Magical Blend, and 
countless workshops Fire-walking, sweat-lodges, sa¬ 
cred rattles, dream pillows, etc., got a huge boost 
through Castaneda's original works. Literally hundreds 
of books on Indian shamanism and New Age sttamaoic 
meditation, drumming or fortune-telling exist because 
Castaneda made these things popular and saleable Ca¬ 
reers have been made writing books that dispute tus 
books! A whole market has developed originally 
rooted in Carlos Castaneda. In this sense, he was—or 


is—a prophet. Whether ha ideas and books represent 
truth, or a version of the truth, a util tn dispute. His 
work has engendered a new network of teckers. both 
on the street, in the university and even "on-line" 
through the Internet and services like America On- 
Line. He certainly has created a well tram which mil¬ 
lions of people have drawn. 

This communication and community t» the impor¬ 
tant aspect. If anything, Castaneda has left this as his 
legacy. He built a network from which other impor¬ 
tant information and an will emerge Gening people to 
talk about the earth, about traditional spirituality, 
about natural healing rad real spirituality is important 
now more than ever Whether Castaneda is trickster or 
prophet remains to be seen, and the end this may nor 
be as important as the community he serves 

Thomas LyltU has published over seventy articles 
and sev en books on stales of constiou.tness. shaman 
ism and hallucinogenic drugs His latest is titled Psy¬ 
chedelics: The Most Exciting New Materials On Psy¬ 
chedelic Drugs iBamcadeiLyle Stuart. 
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Caries , Cabals and Correspondence 


To the Barnes Review: 

I agree with Mark Lanr and Fletcher Front', thai 
at! forums for open debate about history should 
be encouraged, so I welcome Barnes Review As 
you may know. such a denate regarding the Liberty 
Lobby has developed m the pages of Sicams)\n\el 
Press. 

Many Siecmshoiel readers regard ihc Lobby as 
"fascist " The view is only strengthened by your use 
of the racist term ''pygmies" to describe anyone who 
finds something wrong with siding with the Nans in 
World War II ("Leon DeGrelle Rcdux." Barnes Re¬ 
view #1) The suggestion that the history of the Jews, 
lesbians, blacks and American Indians is not a genuine 
interest of historians but rather the result of ’ political 
correctness' also does little to enhance ihe Review 
credibility as an open forum. In fact, it suggests thai 
your tournal is more mainstream thnn it pretend!., in 
these days of white, male. Republican anger 

The Lobby , and I presum: the Review, counters 
that its sympathies are populist not fascist One good 
Way lo pursue this line of historical inquiry would be 
for the Barnes review to publish a potal-by-point revi¬ 
sionist analysis ol Scon McLemee's recent article in 
Covert Action )Fall 1994) linking Willis Carto and the 
Lobby to groups like Gerald L K. Smith's Christian 
Nationalists Please accept this suggestion tn the spirit 
of open inquiry the Review claims to defend 

No less a source than William S. Burroughs has 
pointed out that fascism generally includes an element 
of imperialism. With this in mind. Harry Barnes phi¬ 
losophy, as expressed in "Revisionism And The Pro¬ 
motion of Peace," seems more grounded tn xenopho¬ 
bia than fascism In the days of California's Proposi¬ 
tion 187. this again moves Barnes Review in the main¬ 
stream of American dunking As evei. 

Kenn Thomas 

Tliauk you so much for ymtr good letter of Janu¬ 
ary 29 I'm sony that I am ignoranl of the debate in 
your publication regarding Liberty Lobby. Perhaps 
you will be kind enough to bring me up to date. 

Liberals have a very uninformed knowledge of 
fascism, it seems, this term was developed by Mus¬ 
solini to describe his system Mussolini practiced tm- 


periiltsm and so attacked Ethiopia 

However. Hitler, the interpreter of nationa social 
tsm. although described as a tascist and though hts 
regime had many mam similarities to Mussolini's 
was ann-imperialism, and he tn fact, offered to me 
British to assen; to their continued control of their 
overseas donritnom and colonies and siatto thai Ge: 
many had no designs on the African colonies taktr 
away from It in the Versailles Treaty Hitler was anti¬ 
communist and pro-Bn Lain 

So you set Mr Burroughs doesn't know what 
he s talking about and 1 just wonder if nossibh the 
reason that Harry Elmer Barnes as well as all the 
other "isolationists" and me non-mterventionists were 
opposed lo foreign meddling is because they felt— per¬ 
fectly correctly as tt turned out—that intervention in 
the afTairs of outer nations is not and was no: m the 
interest of the Lnued States. It is amazing to me to 
note that internationalists and liberals, who are always 
bellyaching about racial equality, ieel that they arc so 
superior to everyone else that they have the right to 
blunder around all over the world telling all other peo¬ 
ple how lo ran their own affairs—while the United 
States u going down the tube. 

I think it is puzzling that you say the term "pyg¬ 
mies' is racist Pygmies exist and they are small peo¬ 
ple Sorry about that. 

As for Scotl McLemee's article in Coven Action I 
did not read it. Numerous copies were sent to me but 
there is so much of that crap 1 don’i have time to read 
it In addition 1 wouldn't answer because: 1 it would 
take a book or more to deal with whal McLerncc cov¬ 
ers; 2. my record speaks for itself to those who are 
concerned about die survival of the West, which I'm 
certain McLemer is not; 3. this is not a proper subject 
for the Barrier Review and 4. McLcmee Is a hack do¬ 
ing * job fur die Stein mimesis who own <uid cuuuol 
that funny magazine If Cove/7 Action was anything 
other than a CIA operation, why doesn’t it tell the 
truth about the CIA’s assassination of John Kennedy, 
as our attorney Mark Lane, has done for twenrv 
years? Judge McLemee's sputtenng9 by the source 
Thanks agam for writing Sincerely. 

Willis A. Carlo 
Washington. DC 
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Book Reviews 


T he Cambridge Crank Tournament: Transfor¬ 
mational timmman Ride Ota To Joust Walt 
Statistical Control or Pemonizattoa in the 
Sereice (?) of Truth 
by Roy Lisker 

Rethinking Camelot 

by Noam Chomsky, South End Press, 1993 
In Retrospect 

by Robert S. McNamara, Times Books. 1995 

Blood lust has Us merits, but mono talks even 
louder “ 

—iVium Chomsky in Rethinking Camelot 

"Stabslies ." he smiled, "McNamara dotes on sta¬ 
tistics. but I've never been able to make head nor tail 
of them " 

—Sam Adatm in War of Numbers 

I begin by invoking an image, utterly fantastic of 
course, no doubt scientifically Impossible yci which, 
given the utterly incredible character ot all things that 
we do know about the planning, execution and after¬ 
math of ihe Kennedy assassination, is no more im¬ 
probable; 

In the days following the events of November 22. 
1963. a team of doctors from some neurological re¬ 
search institute, secretly funded by the CIA. are dis¬ 
patched to Bcthesda Memorial Hospital and to Deaiey 
Plaza. Mission: to sweep up. collect or confiscate as 
manv fragments of the grey matter one sees on the 
Zapntdcr film, extruding from JFK's skull at the mo¬ 
ment of impact, rhese bits of tus brain are earned 
back to the institute, cleaned in chemical baths, recon¬ 
structed with the help of computer enhancements with 
meticulous care, and so forth. The ultimate purpose of 
this macabre paleontology? To determine, from the 
suggestions of the remaining thought traces, which of 
these two words is inscribed to the residual pulp; 
WITHDRAW ALT" or "ESCALATION!" 

Thirty yean later wc find this verv question at the 
center ol a storm of uniquely quauu academic irrele¬ 
vance. Journalists, writers, politicians and scholars 
heatedly engage in the lisa, swinging their maces, 
lances, chains, battle-axes at one another under the op¬ 
posing banners, "withdrawal" versus escalation", as 
if the very survival or demolition of ihe age-old Yan¬ 
kee dream pivoted on this single brae. 

For Noam Chomsky the question is so serious that 
he has devoted an entire book to ns resolution, al¬ 
though only a mull portion of its pages realty focus 


an die matter at hand The rest of it is filled with 
hvstcrxal shrieking, name-calling, accusation, ram. 
and other staples of Choroskian rhetoric In addition, 
most of chat part of ihe book which supposedly deals 
with this pressing concern is given over to \nidc at 
tacks on John Newman's exhaustive research effort on 
Ihe same issue {JFK and Vietnam, which at least sticks 
to the point). 

Newman concludes chat JFK would have pulled us 
out of Vietnam, and darkly suggests that his resisting 
to the pressures put upon him to commit group troops 
was one of the key factors in the decision to assassi¬ 
nate him 

Chomsky's thesis u that - bus before I present lits 
thesis I want to say a few words about his peculiar 
rhetorical style. Although Noam Chomsky has gam¬ 
bled land won!) his scientific career on the dogmatic 
insistence that a sentence must have a clear, unambi¬ 
guous meaning to be acceptable as true English, his 
own writing conjures up whirlwinds of trrelevanctes, 
almost always in the accusative mode, from which it 
« often impossible to extract any coherent meaning. 

To take one example out of many; in two »hon 
pages of Rethinking Camelot (28. 29), be rambles on. 
in series and m parallel with scarcely any discursive 
connection, about: 

0) Andrew Jackson's gcnocidai war against ihe 
Seminole Indians. 

(2) The evil soul of the Instorun Tacuus. who 
made the mistake of communicating the very astute 
observation that "Crime once exposed has no refuge 
but in audacity. " Chomsky labels dm "The Tacitus 
Principle”. In some places he call* it. The \tle 
maxim of the masters of mankind”. 

(3) The POW/MIA smoke screen 

(4) The re-arming of the Khmer Rouge in 1990s 

(5) The corruption of Thailand by the West 

(6) France s insistence in the 19th century that 
Haiti pay a huge indemnity for the crime of winning 
its revolution. 

(7) The tupprwscd accounts of brutal treatment of 
Italian and German POWs dunng WWII by the US 
and Britain None of this has anything at all to do 
with the thesis of Rethinking Camelot h takes a bit of 
work to discover whai this thesis is. but by pasting 
together bits and pieces scattered through the book, it 
seems to go something like this: 

(i) In 1492. Europe launched a 500 year long 
genocidal war agamst the human race 

fis) The Vietnamese war was the most recent and 
the most horrible chapter of chat war 
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tiiii It really ought to be called "Kennedy's War", 
because JFK pursued u with an insane zeal second 
only to Hitler’s hatred of the Jews 

fivi JTX was a nghtwtng tanauc which is why 
he enthusiastically supported a terror state tn Vietnam 
up to 1961. 

(V) The decisive escalation of the war from indi¬ 
rectly supported stale terror vo direct naked aggression 
was done by JFK in August of 1961 

In addition to these 5 points, there are several 
buzz-words. some of which we have already seen. 
They reiterate through (he text like the Leitmotifs of 
Wagner’s operas, the 500 year conquest, the Colum¬ 
bian era. Kennedy's war, Kennedy's escalation, the 
masters of mankind, the cultural managers, the mer¬ 
chant wanton, the Kennedy cult, etc. 

It u easy to parody of (his style, which I dub 
' academic neo-Maoism". Here is an example. 

"Invoking the Taatus Principle the masters of 
mankind have instructed the cultural managers of the 
'liberal' academy and the Free Press to aelude the op¬ 
pressed victims of the 500 year European war on man¬ 
kind as to the well-laid conspiracies af the milttary-in- 
dustnaJ complex and the Tri-Lateral Commission.,. “ 
You can say anything you want with thts style ol 
writing: It is neither literarurc, journalism or scholar¬ 
ship It is more like a "vile, nefarious, conspiratorial 
blood-bath, an infamous assault on language' and 
truth"", which should not surprise anyone who Knows 
how his linguistic theories achieve the same ends by 
other means. 

Once m awhile. Chomsky does manage to state 
hts them tn a reasonable way. On page 33 be writes: 
“As Kennedy look office, the US position seemed to 
face imminent collapse Kennedy therefore escalated 
the wax tn 1961*62." 

Wc now look through the book to discover what this 
initial escalation consisted of. On page 23. he tells us 
"On October II, 1961, Kennedy ordered (...) 12 planes 
especially equipped for cou/uer-insurgenci warfare. " 
Thu. which Chomsky would have us believe is a 
massive escalation, did not occur in August, but in 
October What then does be mean when he states in 
several places that this fundamental rupture of the 
threshold 'twist peace and war occurred in August 1 
Examining the record, available from many inde¬ 
pendent sources, we realize that what he s talking 
about wasn't devtsed by Kennedy at all Instead he's 
alluding to the infamous Taylor-Rostow recommenda¬ 
tions. prepared for and approved by the Joint Chiefs 
of Staff These called for: 

(1) Helicopters manned by American pilots 
(21 Atr Force units manned by Americans 
(3> 10.000 combat troops 


(«) Contingency piatuung for US air strikes tr 
both the South and the North 

From this amazing shopping list kennedv ao- 
proved only (I > and 2> In tact, as Newman tells us 
Kennedy stunned die Joint Chiefs of Staff ut his memo 
of November 22. 1961 (NSANK111* with his firm rr 
fusat to commti ground combat troops 

Tills doesn't sound like escalation if anything one 
gets the picture of an embattled man tryuig to keep c 
hoard of rabid dogs a; bay by ihruwmg them » few 
airplanes' 

When wc speak of escalation, wc want to use the 
word in a reasonable way The extreme right wing of 
the ami-abortion movement tells us that any contracep¬ 
tive device is a “murder weapon"? One of uic very 
important feature? of the Vietnamese war u that, when 
seen from the inside it appears like a senes of blun¬ 
ders made by lots of people with a wide range of 
intentions through idealism, patriotism, fanaticism, 
greed, stupidity, incompetence delusion and so on 
Seer from the outside, iba: is to say in much the 
same way as the Vietnamese themselves saw it. it 
looks more like the explosion of a supernova or die 
collapsing of a Black Hole: A natural phenomenon un¬ 
folding in a manner that clearly follows deterministic 
physical laws, although wc may never be able to write 
them down or even know what they are 

This undeviaung chain of events goes right from 
the withdrawal of the French in 1955 to the departure 
of the Americans tn 1975, through Eisenhower. Ken¬ 
nedy. Johnson and Nuton 

I therefore propose that we. in order to determine 
what wc mean by as "escalation", draw a graph rep¬ 
resenting the official figures for (he numbers of 
American military personnel in Vietnam from I960 to 
1968.* This graph doesn't give us any information 
about the intensity of the bombings, the loss of life, 
the destruction of the countryside and so on. but it 
dties provide a very rough index on which to pin the 
mounting intensity of the war. 



VIETNAM: 

ESCALATION IN UNITS OF 20.000 TROOPS 
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* This clun has been put together from data sup¬ 
plied by 77i<? Encyclopedia o] the American Military, 
Vol II. Scribner's. 1994. and "The Limits of Interven¬ 
tion." Townsend Hoopes. Murray 1970 

Notice the reguianty of the curve from I960 to 
l9M. were Chomsky to content himself with the argu¬ 
ment that JFK was something different from the 
peace-loving humanitarian that certain people like to 
imagine him as being, he would certainly have a case. 
It is true that the number of military advisors sent to 
Vie tnam rose from less than 800 in 1960 to 16,000 by 
the time Kennedy was killed. This is an escalation or 
sorts, and it comes down to what one means by esca¬ 
lation. ft also implies that we must be careful not to 
smudge the line of demarcation between "Kennedy" 
and the "Kennedy Administration'', a nicety that never 
phases Chomsky Although if these terms were freely 
interchangeable it is unlikely that Kennedy would have 
been assassinated. Nor do 1 think that JFK ought to be 
excused for his pan in precipitating the eventual catas¬ 
trophe 

However the number of troops in Vietnam Jumps 
from about 40,000 at the beginning of 1965 to over 
180.000 by the end of the year! The siope of the Ken¬ 
nedy engagement is 5.000 soldiers per year; that of 
the Johnson engagement after the Tonkin Bay resolu¬ 
tion is 150.000 soldiers per year, a 30-told increase 

Is abortion murder 0 Did Kennedy escalate? I've 
the impression that the abuse of language is at about 
the same level. 

The most balanced view out of all those I've en¬ 
countered in the literature seems to me to be that of 
Arthur SchJesmger. Jr. in his biography of Robert F 
Kennedy, in which he wntes: 

"... Kennedy's Vietnam legacy was dual and con¬ 
tradictory, He had fell on the public record the im¬ 
pression or a major national stake in tiw defense of 
South Vietnam against communism He had left stead¬ 
ily enlarging programs of miliiary and economic assis¬ 
tance. He had left national security advisors who for 
three years had been urging an American expedition¬ 
ary force and a total commitment to the salvation of 
South Vietnam. On the other hand, he had consistently 
refused to send such a force or make such a commit¬ 
ment He had left a formal plan, processed success¬ 
fully through the Pentagon, for the withdrawal of ad¬ 
visors by the end of 1965 He had left a public cam¬ 
paign, belatedly begun, to instill the idea that Ameri¬ 
can involvement must tic limited in a war that only the 
South Vietnamese could win. And he had left private 
opposition, repeatedly and emphatically stated, to the 
dispatch or American ground forces.'' f Robert Ken¬ 
nedy and His Times. Arthur M. Settles in gcr, 1978, 


Vol II. pg. 758. 

I can use my graph of the escalation os a lead into 
a discussion of the Robert S. McNamara memoir for 
he too presents a graph. McNamara, as he tells us. 
minored in mathematics when he studied at Berkeley. 
That he did so appears to he one of our national trage¬ 
dies. McNamara drew this picture for Kennedy as a 
kind of lesson to him on die wise use of power 



1961 TIME 1969 


As in so many of McNamara's projections, this 
would only come to demonstrate once more hts incom¬ 
petence m the design and interpretation of mathemati¬ 
cal images for the undemanding of the real world. 
The historically accurate graph is this one: 



1961 1963 TIME 1969 


Robert S. McNamara’s major contribution (of 
which he is quite proud) to the advance of science and 
civilization lies in the application of a subject called 
"statistical control theory'' to problems of higher man¬ 
agement. It is a methodology which he and a team of 
like-minded geniuses at ihc Harvard School of Busi¬ 
ness Administration developed in 1945, They were 
then able to sell it and themselves 10 the Ford Motor 
Company where they became known as Ihe ‘Whiz 
Kids”. It is ,1 mystery io me why Ford is still in busi¬ 
ness. 

Statistical Control of an enterprise begins with 
drawing up a i finite) list of "vital signs", numerical 
variables that arc judged to he reliable indicators of 
success or failure Records on them are kept up to 
date and diligently momtafed. Their increase is taken 
as evidence of success or health, If they begin to fall 
you see whai has to be done to reverse the trend, io 
that they' once again begin to rise lis it Indelicate io 
use the word, "inflate"'* ) 

Let us i’.ve McNamara the opportunity to explain 
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statistical control in his own words, fPagt; 237 1 

"Since my years a* Harvard. I had gone bt the 
rule that it is not enough to conceive of an objective 
and a plan to carry it out you mus' monitor the plan 
to determine whether you are achieving the objec¬ 
tive .! was convinced that...we could find variables 
that may indicate out success or failure. So we meas¬ 
ured the targets destroyed in die North, the irarTic 
down dw Ho Chi Mtnh Trail, the weapon* seized, the 
enemy body count, etc. Cndcs point to ihv use or the 
body count as an example of try obsession with num¬ 
bers. “This guy McNamara' they say. 'he tries to 
quantity everything' Obvious!} there an: things you 
cannot quantify honor and beauty for example But 
things you can count you ough. to count Loss of life 
is one when you arc fighting a war of attrition." 

One doesn't know where to begin in response to 
this astonishing confession Clearly his degree from 
Berkeley in economics, with a minor in math, gave 
him a familiarity with statistics but no notion of how 
to use them correctly If you chose a variable which 
you mtend to monitor, you must try to determine if 

t l| This variable is a reliable measure of progress 
or defeat. 

A variable such as "body count" was in fact very 
effective in the context of Nazi Germany tn which the 
objective was genocide The Germans kept close tabs 
on the numbers of Jews being exterminated But when 
the objective is "to thwart Ur morale of dedicated 
Communists", body counts arc ridiculous. 

(2) Thar die methods used m gathering data are 
giving vciu accurate numbers: Collecting accurate fig¬ 
ures for the ‘death toll of the enemies soldiers' under 
battle conditions, and In a situation in w hich one could 
not distinguish friend from for. was simply impossi¬ 
ble The officers of the ARVN would then inflate 
dicse figures several tunes because dtey knew that the 
Americans wanted high body counts Another inflation 
would occur when the Americans transmtned what 
they had been given to the upper command, because 
they knew dtat McNamara was obsessed with statis¬ 
tics. 

But the ugliest part of thi. farce came when, as 
anyone can discover through a little research, is that 
McNamara wasn’t even honest with these figures, that 
be himself scorned his greatest discovery m the history 
of pseudo- mathematics! 

There happens to be another book sanding nght 
now on die shelves of the bourgeois bookstores, which 
tells us a great deal about McNamara's contempt for 
the American people and for his own methods: "The 
War of Numbers: An intelligence Memoir", by Sam 
Adams (Stcerforth Press. 1994). Adams was the died 
in 1988 of a mysterious heart attack! the ex-CIA agent 


who. on January 2? 1982. went public on CBS widi 
detailed iniormatior* on the extent to which the Penta¬ 
gon was systematically falsifying the official figures 
on VC casualties and the Order of Battle (OBi. This 
lead to General Westmoreland s libel suit against CBS 
and the iong stream of public revelations dial came out 
during the trial. 

Here are the rclcvani passages trom Adam's book 
tpage 2121: 

"MACV /Million Assistance Command, Vietnam] 
discovered its vest underestimate of Yiacong numbers 

in Idle 1966 . At this poin, the matr. resistance 

against one came from the Pentagon, including the of¬ 
fice of the secretary of defense Robert S'. McNamara. 
As McNamara explained to an aide in laie January. he 
realized that the official OB was all wrong but that 
he wsj not vet prepared w tell Congress. He mean: 
what he said On 6 March 1967. he briefed a Con¬ 
gressional committee using the official numbers, the 
same ones he knew to be tow... 

One morning, shortlx before the start of the 
scheduled conference, a colonel trom J-2 stopped h\< 
Lynn's desk with the suggestion that the strengths at 
which Lynn was carrying his six PC units were 'wen 
too high'. Lxnn denied tl. a: which the colonel simply 
picked up Lynn 'i strength sheet, crossed out the num 
bers by each regimen:, and penciled tn new ones, on 
the average one-third lower To Lynn's amazement, a 
unit which he had earned with 3,lfKJ men became 
1.90G instead...Gorman remarked that bv early Sep¬ 
tember. 'You could march a VC regiment down the 
hall, and thex wouldn ’/ put it in the OB ...' 

"An order arrived (Sept 1967) from Secretary 
McNamara's office saying dial McNamara wanted the 
newly agreed upon OB number of some 240.000 to be 
'retroactively readjusted' 

"The 'retroactive readjustment' look place in die 
third week of September, the readjustment was sim¬ 
ple A J-2 officer chalked a curve on a blackboard 
On the nght hand end of the curve he wrote the num¬ 
ber agreed upon at the Saigon conference 
241.000...He stepped back to look at the curve from a 
distance, then returned to (he board to write 285.400 
next to August 66 and 204,700 next to .August 65.'' 

It is possible to establish a connection between 
McNamara and Chomsky, in that their contributions to 
pseudo-science were both concocted and developed tn 
that cradle of American crankiness, Cambridge, Mas¬ 
sachusetts. It is my conviction that our future histori¬ 
ans will come to recognize that the twin presence of 
Harvard and M.I.T m the same place made Cam¬ 
bridge the most dangerous city in die whole United 
States, more than New York. Chicago. Miami or even 
Washington, D C. It is ideas, ultimately, that restore 
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or nun the world, and in terms of the density of sinis¬ 
ter thinking, much of which has been actualized tn our 
own day, there are few places that compete with Cam¬ 
bridge • pragmatism, Skinner boxes, Behavioral Modi¬ 
fication. Cybernetics, Artificial Intelligence, statistical 
control, transformational grammar, strategic hamlets, 
sociobioiogy, apologetics for nuclear power, electronic 
battlefields. Bean-Bayogian psvehotherapies. etc., etc. 
Cambridge is decidedly not for the ttmid. 

Quite apart from his theories and their "retroac¬ 
tive readjustment”, the problem with ail of 
McNamara's memoir is that he is one of those persons 
whose professional careen have so conditioned them 
to compulsive lying that (hey actually become incapa¬ 
ble of formulating tine statements. Were McNamara to 
be injected with a truth scrum, sodium pcniaihol for 
example, nothing about him would change: his sincere 
state is one tn which lie is relentlessly speaking in 
falsehoods. 

Despite all the apologetics and disclaimers in the 
memoir. McNamara was a ferocious, even demented, 
hawk, all through the Vietnamese war and if he did 
express some reservations from time to time, it must 
only have been because he was afraid of the possible 
reckoning to come. It was certainly no accident rbai he 
was me person charged, on August 6th. 1964. by the 
Johnson administration to recount that monstrous tab 
ncatton of half-truths, fantasies and lies, the Vietnam¬ 
ese attack on the destroyer Maddox, that ted to the 
Tonkin Bay resolution and the real escalation of the 
war. 

On page 95, McNamara finds tunc to contribute 
his own opinions to the grey matter debate. He adds 
nothing new to what is already known and. as usual, 
is primarily concerned with covering his own ass: 

“What would John F. Kennedy have done if be 
had lived? I have been asked that question countless 
times over the last thirty years. Thus far. I have re¬ 
fused to answer for two reasons: Apart from what I 
have related, the president did not cell me what he 
planned to do in the future.... 

"...But today I feel differently. Having reviewed 
the reconi in detail, and with the advantage of hind¬ 
sight. I think it highly possible that, had President 
Kennedy lived, he would have pulled us out of Viet¬ 
nam. He would 'nave concluded that the South Viet¬ 
namese were incapable of defending themselves, and 
that Saigon's grave political weaknesses made it un¬ 
wise to try to effect the limitation of South Vietnam¬ 
ese forces by sending U S. combat troops on a targe 
scale. 1 think that he would have come to that conclu¬ 
sion even if he reasoned, as 1 believe be would have, 
that South Vietnam and, ulumately, Southeast Asia, 
would then be lost to Communism. 


“...So I conclude that John Kennedy would have 
eventually gotten out of Vietnam rather than more 
deeply in. I express this judgment now because, in 
light of it, I must explain how and why wc - including 
Lyndon Baines Johnson - who continued on in policy¬ 
making roles after President Kennedy's death made the 
decisions leading to the eventual deployment to Viet¬ 
nam of half a million US combat troops." 

It should come as no surprise to anyone that lie 
finishes this passage by throwing ibe blame onto the 
shoulders of LBJ who, it could be argued, was only 
responding to the dubious statistics that McNamara 
was feeding him. 

There tn this entire book, only one passage 
that one can trust as being reasonably truthful. This is 
a transcription, on page 65, of a private memo sent by 
Kennedy to Henry Cabot Lodge in Saigon on Septem¬ 
ber 17, 1963, the eve of the coup that ousted Diem 
and N’hu. I don't think dial even McNamara would 
dare to tamper with the historical record, so we can 
assume that Kennedy really wrote the things thai are 
presented here: 

"CAP 63516 

"EYES ONLY PERSONAL FOR AMBASSA¬ 
DOR LODGE DEPT. PASS IMMEDIATELY DE¬ 
LIVER ONLY COPY. NO OTHER DISTRIBUTION 
IN DEPT. WHATEVER. FROM THE PRESIDENT 

*7 Highest level meeting today has approved 

broad outline of an action . program designed to 

obtain from CW if possible, reforms and personnel 
necessary to maintain support of Vietnamese and US 
opinion in war against Viet Cong. 

"2. We see no good opportunity for action to re¬ 
move present government in near future. 

I- -1 

"4. (a). Diem should get everyone back to work 
and get them to focus on winning the war...A real 
spirit of reconciliation could work wonders on the 
people he leads; a punitive, harsh or autocratic attitude 
could only lead to further resistance. 

"(b). Buddhists and students. Let them out ana 
leave them unmolested. This more than anything else 
would demonstrate the return of a better day and the 
relocusstne. on (he main object at hand - the war 

f.. I 

"(d) Secret and combat police - Confine its role to 
operations against the VC • and abandon operations 
against non-Communisi opposition groups thereby in¬ 
dicating clearly that a period of reconciliation and po¬ 
litical stability has relumed. 

"5. Elections - These should be held, should be 
free, and should be widely observed. 

"6. Specific reforms are apt to have iittle -tmpac: 
without dramatic, symbolic move which convinces V|- 
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etnamesc that reforms are real this we think would 
require Nhu's departure from Saigon and preferably 
Vietnam at least for extended vacation. We recognize 
the strong possibility that these and other pressures 
may not produce this result, but we are convinced that 
it is necessary to try 

"9 Meanwhile there is increasing concern nere 
with strictly military aspects of the problem, both tn 
terms of actual progress of operations and of need to 
make effective case with Congress for continued 
prosecution of the effort. “ 

This memo U quite interesting, because it docs 
lend some credence to Chomsky s view that Kennedy 
would noi have pulled out the Hoops, but definitively 
refutes the notion that he supported the structure of a 
'•terror state” and had no concern for human rights 
The phrases highlighted in sections 5 and 6 are strik¬ 
ing examples of black humor. They are a coded mes¬ 
sage for "dump the Diem3,” or it shows that Kennedy 
was living in a kind of cloud cuckoo land, quiie typi¬ 
cal ot the American establishmeni which believes that, 
no matter what the realities of the situation. some na¬ 
ive application of "democracy" is a curt for all ills. 

To conclude this comparative assessment of the 
views of Chomsky and McNamara as to what really 
happened tn Vietnam. I should only state why 1 think 
that Chomsks's bitterness is to some degree under¬ 
standable This indeed gives his ideas some merit: 


Chomsky u really angry a: Kennedy because be 
mg the ignorant preppy and self-styled liberal that he 
was, he didn't have the good sense to choose people 
like Chomsky for his Brain Trust, that group of intel¬ 
lectuals. largely associated with boston and Cambridge 
who were given the privileged taste of real power lor 
awhiie as advisors to the president 

I agree with Chomsky in this matte: Who can 
senates!) argue dial an intelligent crank like Cnomskv 
would not have been a better choice for Secretary of 
Defense than an utter dumbbell like McNamara Or 
that a dedicated anarchist radical iike Howard Zltm 
would noi have forged a better foreign policy for us 
than a fatuous creep like McGeorge Bundy? 

There exists tn Boston and Cambridge (and tn 
some oilier university circles), even today, a groaning, 
grumbling underground of embittered intellectuals, all 
mad as hell because the American government has 
never understood that they have to be mollified and 
ought to at least be listened to. Look at Muterand's 
France, with its Pouvoir ImeUcciuel’ 

Among these wc may count Chomsky. Zinn. 
Robert Coles, Seymour Mellman, Robert Jay Litton, 
etc., etc...and, in the younger generation, myself; all 
of Us so many guilt-ridden prophets of doom You 
might call us ihr "Jeremiahs of the coffee table” 
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Shootings from the Hip and Shootings from the Lip 
But Jesse's Only Joking 
by John Kimsey 


I I‘s Dec. »7ih os I wnur this and the White House 
has just undergone its monthly dose of target 
practice. Yes. as of today, one more set of stray 
bullets has somehow found its way to within inches of 
the higher office tn the land, thu time while the firsi 
family slumbered tnside the budding, apparently undis¬ 
turbed. According to CNN. (he Secret Service is not 
sure whether this incident represents an act of aggies- 
sion directed against the presidency per se the latest 
bullets fired into tbe White House, they explain, may 
have been discharged in an unrelated—and unsolved— 
shooting which occurred nearby 
Yeah, right. 

Ttus is the third such incident in approximately 
three months there was the plane crastvsmcide inci¬ 
dent oi Sept. 12; tbe assault nf!c attack of last month 
(recently confirmed as an actual assassination attempt) 
and nnw this. iSieamshfivel Debris: On Dec. 20. yet 
another shooting occurred just outside the White 
House, this one bv the police who shot and killed a 
homeless man. In the days following, another man 
with a gun was arrested trying to climb the White 
House fence and another, claiming wrongly to have a 
bomb m h» car. also was arrested near the White 
House.) 

Well, hey, what can you say? There is. after ail. 
a “strong amt-Clinion sentiment" among 'he voters, 
chuckle some. Others observe that there are just a lot 
of lone nuts out (here willing to take potshots at the 
president ta fact demonstrated, these folks sagely 
opine, by the history of the 1960s). Anyway still oth¬ 
ers say all these jokers missed, so what s the big 
deal? 

Clearly though, a pattern 4 emerging, and it’s a 
pattern worth looking at in context. Pan of the context 
is the rhetoric ‘hat has been used, consistently, by 
prominent voices of the radical right. Three or so 
weeks ago. that underestimated wit Jesse Helm* was 
quoted ?n a North Carolina newspaper as claiming that 
the aiul-Cllnton sentiment among military people of 
his close acquaintance was astonishingly high. (And by 
ihc way. that’s i comforting democratic image, isn’t 
it—an armed forces full of kissers-up to Jesse Helms 1 ) 
This was a few days after Helms had stated, on net¬ 
work TV. that Clinton was unfit to be commanoer m 
.hief If- Heims told the newspaper, President Clinton 
comes down Nonn Carolina wav to inspect any gol- 
dang mtiiian bases. "He'd better bnng a bodyguard." 


Har de bar Beside being a US senator. Republican 
Helms is soon to be head of tbe Senate Foreign Rela¬ 
tions Committee, one of the most powerful positions 
in government Consequently, a few complaints were 
heard (from some pedantic nitpicken, one imagines) 
aboui the voicing of such sentiments by a person with 
so much power and responsibility. When the tiny 
squeaks of disapproval emerged in the press a few 
days later, Helms—and numerous prominent defend¬ 
ers—were quick to say that tbe Senator had only been 
joking, speaking off the cuff. etc. and anyway, who 
do these media types think they are. roasting a loud¬ 
mouthed racist cracker politician for just doing what 
comes naturally 1 

But in fan, most of what passed for "criticism" 
simply ascribed the remark to Helms’ quaint, wacky 
way of expressing himself, to his abrasive, call-'em- 
likc-hc-sces-'em style, so offensive to snooty liberal 
types, but much beloved by his populist constituency 
Here is journalist John Monk. In a widely circulated 
story from the Knight-Ridder news service - 

Helms it kno*n for standing kis cvnsen-auve 
ground 

—ripping liberal targets with passionate, attacks 

that frequently offended 

At the same time, he has pleased many Americans 
who felt he was voicing truths that other politicians 
were afraid to utter 

Such conduct, the commentators further sug 
gened, was deplorable, but mostly because it was de- 
ciosre—vulgar and embarrassing, like breaking wind 
in a confessional booth. 

Of course Helms does have a history of making 
bigoted, unfunny "jokes” and spewing uhra-nghust 
insults at liberal icons. This ts the distinguished gen¬ 
tleman who. after a Senate debate about the use of the 
Confederate flag as a state symbol, stood tn on eleva¬ 
tor singing "Dixie" in the face of Sen. Carol Moseley 
Braun, saying he was going to keep doing so "until 
>he cries." And this is the American statesman who 
irgued against the establishment of a national holiday 
in honor of Dr. Martin Luther King because King 
*as. he alleged, a communist sympathizer who had 
'hosr.ltty to and hatred tor America " 

Such are 'he ".ruins" that other politicians are tn 
lournaiisi Monk's words, 'ifnid to utter.” Of course 
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David Duke, a politician—as well as ex-Nazi and e.v 
Kiansman—utters such "truths" all the tune, so per¬ 
haps, while we're ai it. we should applaud him as well 
for fearlessly speaking the "truth " Why, veritable 
Mmisters of Truth they are, Helms and Duke, worthy 
of the Ministry of Truth in George Orwell's /SWW. Its 
motto was "War is peace, lreedom is slavery , igno¬ 
rance is strength. " Its stock in trade—shades of cur¬ 
rent talk radio—was a suite-controlled exercise in de- 
momzaikro called ihr "Two-Minute Hate" A strained 
comparison? Not u> worry; like other eminent truth- 
speakers. I'm only joking. 

Yei Helms is a man who. in other contexts, has 
expressed grave fears about the power ol words and 
images to harm or corrupt, and about the fragility of 
American institutions in the face of free speech irre¬ 
sponsibly wielded. This is. after all. the man who 
made an enormous national issue of the ''degenerate 
art' of Robert Mapplethorpe and Andres Serrano, and 
who loudly questioned the right of such expressions to 
even exist, According to Helms, the utterances of 
Mapplethorpe and Serrano—even though made in 
complex images rather than words, in an galleries 
rather than the national press and before an audience a 
fraction of the size of the Senator's own—were dan¬ 
gerous threats to American values, assaults on our 
verv way of life. 

Unlike, say. a US senator making threats on the 
life of the president. 

And this in a country where a Surgeon General 
can be hounded from office by a reactionary lobby 
because her sane, scientifically nuanced remarks (take 
a look at what she really said, as opposed to the can 
cature painted by right-wing propagandists) about 
AIDS and drug policy offended said lobby's twelfth 
century sensibilities. 

Had she just sung “Dixie." maybe Dr Elders 
could have kept her (ob. It seems to have worked for 
Jesse, 

Bui lei us pause, for if we take up double stand¬ 
ards here, we'll never see the end of u Can you 
imagine the firestorm if a Democrat had said about a 
Republican president what Helms did about Clinton? 
Or consider the following. Early reports on last 
month's assault rifle assassination attempt by Fran¬ 
cisco Duran noted that Duran's pickup truck was plas¬ 
tered with right-wing Limbaugh-oid bumper stickers 
and slogans, a detail that was quickly dropped from 
subsequent reports on the tneident Imagine what the 
coverage—or the treatment of the alleged assailant— 
would have been like had he been a leftist. 

The past year has seen other such "incidents." 
Last January, Ronald Gene Barbour, an unemployed 
limousine driver from Orlando. FL. was arrested on a 


charge of threatening to kill Clinton Armed with a 
45 caliber automatic pistol. Barber was loitering sus¬ 
piciously around Clinton’s jogging routes, this after 
being overheard threatening to kill the president And 
Barbour, it turns out, is a big Dinohcad In a story 
earned by both New York Sewsdoy and the Rush 
Rush Qucrterl >, the tailed Barbour is quoied as teliing 
Washington's WUSA-TV, 

'V like Rush, T sure do, I love hts polemics on 
Clinton He's a disgrace 10 the country. He should he 
where I'm as He's a criminal. He's a public enem\. " 

Of course, Limbaugh has run a nonstop campaign 
to demonize the Clintons, regularly referring to them 
as an alien occupational force and describing America 
as “held hostage by Cllntonistas." Now this might 
seem like a call for some “patnot" to Stand Up and 
Do the Right Thing. Bui. lesi you think Umbaugh is 
mciiing violence, Rush assurer us that, like Sen, 
Helms, be is only joking He is. after all, merely an 
cmrnauier. 

But make no mistake such remarks, uttered 
widely and without cease by prominent people, help 
create the climate in which such incidents occur. Sure, 
these guys may be lone nuts, but even if they are. one 
has to wonder what u takes to up them ovct the edge 
and in the direction of shooting at the president. Con¬ 
tinual references to Clinton as an "enemy of the 
American people," endless smears, jokes about him 
needrag bodyguards—these may well serve such a 
function This is the purpose of all campaigns of dc- 
monization (consider (he Nazi propaganda about 
Jews); to make violence against the targeted individual 
or group more conceivable, possible and, finally, per¬ 
missible. 

Consider the case of President Kennedy. When he 
arrived in Dallas on Nov 22. 1963, he was greeted 
by a newspaper ad calling him a communist collabora¬ 
tor as well as by ubiquitous posters displaying his pic¬ 
ture. mugshot style, under the heading. "Wanted For 
Treason." And at this point in Kennedy’s controversial 
tenure, this sort of thing was nothing new. In April 
1963, an anonymous flier had been circulated among 
Miami’s Cuban exile community that read; 

“Only through one development will you Cuban 
patriots ever live again in your homeland as free men 

"Only if an Inspired Act of Cod should place in 
the White House within weeks a Texan known to be a 
fnend of alt Latin Americans ." 

The implied question. Who will rid us of this 
troublesome president? And no maner whether you 
think Kennedy was killed by a lone nut or a conspir¬ 
acy. you have to wonder whether such a climate did 
not contribute to making the assassination conceivable, 
possible and. finally, permissible in the mind or minds 
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of whoever was behind tt. 

With amusement that is almost palpable, the 
Kmght-Rtddcr story describes Helms as a tough cus¬ 
tomer who “shoots from the lip." In a country that 
prizes free speech, even intolerant dogmatists like 
Helms, Limbaugh and Pat Robertson—no friends of 
certain kinds of speech—have the right to speak their 
liny minds. They may indeed “shoot from the lip" 
with unsubstantiated smears and provocative remarks 


about Clinton ‘5 fitness, patriotism and personal safety. 
When others son shooting front assault nfles with 
bullets, we can comfort ourselves m the knowledge 
that Helms. Limbaugh and company were only joking. 

Now: all rise for ihe Two-Minute Hale 




ibc hal> ol the murdered Miry PukWx Meyer on i lowpatk iking the Pouxnic River in Wishing vrc D C . Octotei IJ. I9c4 (Phaw Loren Cotcmin) 
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